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Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 22nd November, 1938,

Question :
Moation :
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Group settlement, sale of Denminrk farma
Native Administration Act, to disallow
regulations . .
Workers' (..ompensntinn “Act Amendment 3,
Workers' Homes Act Amendment, report .
Burean of Industry and Economie Research, 2.
)Iortéqagees Rights Restriction Act Contlnunnce.
3

Htood Districts Act Amendment S‘Io 3)
Qunlification of Electors (Leglslative Councu) on,
[nspection of Scaffolding Act Ameudment, . 2
State Government Insurance Office, 3R.
Jury Act Amendment, 2r., Com.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENT.
Sale of Denmmark: Farms,

Hon. H. V. PIESSE asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, How many group farms have
been disposed of in the Denmark district
over the past 12 months? 2, Does the Gov-
erument intend to ensure that the group
farms in the Denmark district are given
further publicity with a view to sale?

The CHIEEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Nine. 2, Yes. Commissioners of the Agri-
cultural Bank have already taken action in
this respect.

MOTION-—NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT.

To Disallow Regulations.
HON. H. SEDDON (Norvth-Fast) [4.34]:

I move—
That regulations Nos. 6, 39, 85, 101, 103,
106, 112, 114, 115, 134, 135, 'HG 137 138,

]39A 141 142, 144 149 and lal mlde un(lcl
the Native Administration Act, 1903- 1936, as
publigshed in the ' Government Gazette’” on
the lst November, 1438, and laid on the Table
of the House on the 1st November, 1938, be and
are hereby disallowed.

Although I am moving for the disallowanes
of ounly certain of these regulations, I think,
after having perused them, that all of them
might well be revised. Regulations are de-
vised as the machinery whereby an Aect
operates, Nearly two vears have passed
since the Native Administration Aet was
placed on the statuie-book, and we have
had an opportunity of observing how the
Act has operated and what has been the
efteet of the administration. We can per-
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ceive, for example, what shorteomings have
been revealed and, what is more important,
the attitude of the department in the ad-
minisiration of the Act. An Aet may con-
tain grave defects of construction; yet those
defects inight be minimised by wise and
tactful administration. On the other hand,
an Aet may be devised in accordance with
certain ideals and objectives, and yet the ad-
ministration and effects of the Act may be
quite different from what Parliament in-
tended. Although T am objeeting to eertain
regulations, my remarks will be largely con-
cerned with the actions of the department
in ecertain instances, and will serve to indi-
cate or interpret the attitude of the Com-
missioner with regard to the administration
of the Act eompared with the ideals em-
bodied in the Act and indicated during its
passage through Parliament.

Section 6 of the Act sets out the general
lines on which the Aet is to be adininistered.
The ideal, briefly expressed, is that the Com-
missioner is in every scnse of the word the
friend and protector of the natives. The
intention 15 that he shall proteet them
against oppression and guard them against
exploitation. The general idea is that he
should assist the natives to rise to the
highest possible position in the comniunity
and encourage them to attain a standard of
citizenship as nearly as possible cqual to
that enjoyed by white people. TUnfortun-
ntely, there are many instances to indicate
that instead of our having created a friend
of the natives, we have ereated an autoerat,
T will go further and say that if some of the
actions of the department had been taken
against white persons, very serious reflee-
tiens would have been east upon those gnilty
of such actions,

Section 2 of the Aet has proved particu-
larly disastrous. That section pluces every
half-caste and every native under the control
of the Commissioner. That might be all
vight if the Commissioner’s objective was
to encourage natives and half-castes ecming
neatr to the white standard to secure the
benefits of white eitizenship by taking
action to liberate such persons from the
Native Administration Act as he has power
to do. TUnfortunately the depariment’s
attitude seems to be that, gquite vegardless of
education or ability, every native and every
half-caste, and in many cases the quarter-
easte, shall be regarded as being under
departmental control. A further eriticism I
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have to offer is with regard to the Act itself.
The Act applies throughout the State, In
the Royal Commissioner’s report great stress
is laid upon the fact that conditions in the
North-West applying to wild natives are
entirely different from those applying to
natives brought up in white surround-
ings. I contend that the sooner we amend
the Act so as to provide definitely that con-
ditions in the south of the State, say between
certain lines of division, shall he quite dif-
ferent from those in the north, the sooner
shall we overcome many of the objections
which to-day are being raised to the Act.

Then there is the question of missions. I
understand that there has heen and is
criticism of missions; hut definitely the
object of a mission is to uplift the native,
and some mission activities are entirely com-
mendable. Certain grounds may exist for
criticism, and a certain need for regulation;
bot I think the department’s general atti-
tnde should be, having in view the objec-
tives of missions, one of entire co-operation
and of encouragement of their activities as
far as possible—particularly assisting them
in their function of edneating and training
natives to become self-reliant and self-sup-
porting. T propose to read certain corres-
pondence which will show the department’s
attitude in regard to various missions, and
the Iine it has taken with people endeavour-
ing, from their own point of view, to uplift
the native and help him along the lines T
have suggested. T especially question the
regulation which deals with the issue of
permits to missionavies, While I acknow-
ledge the desirableness of any person taking
up mission work with the natives being
registered with the department in order that
the department may know he is engaged in
that work, I fail to see the necessity for his
obtaining a permit. After all, there is only
one condition which should apply in the case
of & man desirons of devoting his efforts to
missionary work. That condition is the con-
dition of character. Provided his character
is above suspicion, any attempt to interfere
with him on other grounds interferes with
that liberty which we have always extended
to every form of religion in the State tfo
preach its tenets and endeavour to induece
others to aceept them.

In dealing with natives, naturally, one has
to recognise that the social conditions of
wild natives and thejr training and methods
of hiving diverze widely from those of our
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own peaple. On the other hand, when one
comes to deal with the native who bas been
brought into contact with white people, some
of his experiences, as we all know, have been
most unfortunate, and the only impression
made on his mind must often have been the
very worst that could be created, by reason
of the conditions imposed on him by many
white people. But we have to remember—
and I think this iz the basis on which the
regulation should be framed—that the
natives are human beings, and that although
many of them have heen brought up under
different conditions frem ours, others again
have had the benefit of white education and
white training. Any attempt to deal with
these natives should pay due regard to the
fact that those eonditions are just as veal
and just as important to them as they ave
to our own people. Natives are capable of
responding to treatment just as white penple
are. Lf they are given sympathy and undor-
standing, they can and do respond. If they
are subjected to misunderstanding, if
attempts are made to treat them arbitrarily,
they respond to those conditions just as
many white boys and white girls in our com-
munity vespond to misunderstanding and
unwise control. Those white beys and girls
become rebellions and develop anfi-social
ideas. The same thing, I am afraid, occurs
with natives. The Rhodesian Government
has laid down ane condition which I think
expresses very tersely the conditions
which should operate in dealing with
natives. The condition is that no disabilities
or restrietions which do not apply equally to
white persons of FEuropean descent shall,
without the consent of the Commissioner, be
imposed on natives, except as regards the
supply of arms, ammunition or liquor, by
any proelamation, regulation or other instro-
ment.

Under the Aet, as I have indicated, every
native, every half-caste, and every guadroon
under 21 years of age comes under the con-
trol of the departmeni. The Aet also pro-
vides that if a person of mixed blood lives
after the habit of natives, he ean be declared
a native and be brought under the depart-
ment’s control. Here we have another de-
feet. Tf the Act provided that a man who
habitually lives after the manner of natives
shall be declared a native, well and good;
but unfortunately the Act has been inter-
preted, and has bheen applied, to prevent
natives from obtaining exemption if they
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associate with their own relatives. The
natives are human beings with human affec-
tions, If a quarter-caste wants to help his
native mother or his mative sisters, if be
wants to take his mother to live with him,
if he wants to help to keep her, every reeog-
nition shou!d be given to that idea. The
native should be encouraged in such an
attempt. However, there are cases where
natfives adopting that attitude have heen
threatened that they will be declaved as
natives if they adopt such a course of action.

Hon. E, H. H. Hall: There are opposite
eases to that, too.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Yes. If we amended
the Act to provide that every native, within
the southern avea at any rate, and every
half-caste and quadroon shall be free from
the operation of the Act unless he has beep
declared by a magistrate as being brought
under it, that wounld be a far hetter position
to ereate than the one we have ereated by
the Act in its present form. I consider the
department has adopted that line of attitude
owing to a lack of sympathy, and in one or
two instances it has resorted fto arbitrary
action that would never have been taken in
dealing with a white person. Such action
has resulted in a considerable amount of
suffering. 1 propose to mention the circum-
stances assoeiated with those cases. Before
doing so, however, I with to vefer to an
ovenrrenee in this House.

Members may recollect having read a para-
graph in the “West Anstralian” some time
ago in which the Commissioner of Native
Affairs, Mr. Neville, gaid that there appeared
to be an impression abroad that the regula-
tions, recently gazetted, relating to the estah-
lishment of missions had been withdrawn,
and that such was not the case. I asked a
question in this House, and only after fol-
lowing up wy inquiry with supplementary
questions did I obtain from the Minister a
definite statement about those regumlations.
Whatever may be the view of the depart-
ment regarding the Interpretation Act, there
can be no misunderstanding of what the de-
partment meant by the paragraph. The
intention was to convey to the general publie
that those regulations, which were time-ex-
pired, were still in operation: and conse-
quently there was an attempt on the part of
the department through the Commissioner to
flout the anthority given to Parliament under
the Interpretation Act. That is the impres-
sion I formed, and the attitude of the Minis-
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ter, when dealing with my question econ-
veved the idea that he was stieking to his
officer, as of course he is entitled to do,
despite the faet that the Interpretation Aet
is quite plain,  As to the effeet on the mind
of. the general public, a letter 1 have refer-
ring to the cuestion shows that the Commis-
=ioner attained his objective of conveying that
impression at any rate to cortain people.
When regulations do not comply with the
Tnterprotaiion Act, they thereby become of
no effeet.

T have already smid there have been cases
where the activities of the department have
operated very adversely to  the native
I wish to cite the casc of a mother whose ehil-
dren were taken from her. Judging by the
conditions associated with her and jndging
by white standards, one might say that the
depavtment had o considerable amount of
reason for its action. Here again is a case
where sympathy and understanding might
have averted the very serious frouble that
overtook this woman., Her two children were
taken from her and, as a result, the woman
lost her reason. She was confined to the
asylum, and the report from that institu-
tion is that she is in a very depressed state, T
ask the House again to judge that ease from
the standpoint of a white woman. If a white
woman were deprived of her children she
wounld fall inte a very depressed state of
mind and would suffer considerably. Although
power is given under the Child Welfare Aet
to take childven from undesirable parents,
such parents are given every opportunity
to appreciate the possibilities of the law and
to mend their ways. 1When dealing with a
native, a person whose grasp of our white
laws is only more ov less that of a ehild,
I sax there should he sympathy, there should
he understanding, above all there should be
he.p estended to the native before such a
drastie step is taken as to deprive a mother
of her children.

Some little while ago a woman who after-
wards went to a mission received permis-
sion to be visited by her son. Her son went
up and stayed with her. In the words of
the person in charge of the mission, the
change was most marked, The woman re-
sponded wonderfully, and mother and son
hoth benefited ag n result of being brought
together. That boy i= a quarter-caste, but
if he associated with his mother or took his
mother to live with him, he eould be declared
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a native, and the action of the depart-
nent——

The Honorary Minisler: That is a gross
exaggeration.

Hou. H. SEDDOXN: The Honorary Min-
ister will have an opportunity to reply to
nmy statement. I was about to say that the
action of the department would lead ns to
helieve that that course would he adopted.
That is a case in which T say there is need
for amending the Act so that it will not he
wilhin the power of the department to de-
elare such a person a native,

The Chief Seerctary: You cannol quote
onc case where that has happened.

Hon, H. SEDDON: T am quoting one
now. Such action should not be permitied
without the consent of n magistrate.

The Honorary Minister: Your statement
is not fair either to the woman or to the
¢hild. The whole story should be told.

Hou. H. SEDDOX: The Honorary Min-
ister will have an opportunity to tell the
whole story if he considers that I am not
giving a fair statement of the case.

The Honorary Minister: You are not fair
to the woman,

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Honor-
ary Minister will have an opportunity late-
to explain the position fully.

Hon. II. SEDDON: I consider this House
is quite capable of forming a judgment upon
any statements made liere. No name lias
been mentioned, but any statement made
representing the point of view of the de-
partment will he considered by members just
as much as my statement will he. T wish
to give the department every opportunity
to explain its viewpoint, and then I hope
members will judge, on the faets presentel
to the House, whether my stalement does
not approach nearer to the ideals of the
Agct, whether it does not demand an amend-
moent of the Act, and whether the attituds
of the department, in view of Section 6 of
the Native Administration Act, has becn
fair.

In the report of the Commissioner, refer-
cnee is made to education. Particulars are
given of the number of native children in
the South-West Division and the number of
native children who are receiving education
throughout the State. It is inferesting to
draw a comparison helween the total numbe:
of native children and half-castes being edu-
cated, the number beine cducated by mis-
sions, the number recciving education in

[COUNCIL]

State scheols, and the number being cdu-
cated by the department. The figures them-
selvex are a suttieient explanation of (e
position that obtains to-day. The depart-
ment does not shine numerieally,

Another point on which T wish to speak
is the svstem adopted by the departmen:
when sending half-easte girls out to work,
Coder  these  conditions, the girl is often
izolated from her friends and relatives. She
is dependent npon the genernl community
for any sovial intercourse she wets, and -
fortunately the sort of social intercours:
available to a givt of mixed blood is not
always of the best. Such a givl is regardel
as being entively a servant, and the only
social intercourse she can get is by means
of the contucts she mokes outside her work.
Frequently she responds to friendship that
in some mstances has been prompted by
anvthing but the best motives. This is an
instance where a little svmpathy might be
shown and a little help extended to these
girls. T shall be interested to hear from the
Minister just what aetion (he department
hax taken in that direction. White givls
when put into situations have the benefit or
churell  associations, the Girls’ Friendly
Society ov institutious to which they ecan
turn for help and social intercourse, and !
shonld like to know the attitude of the de-
partment to the half-caste girls sent ount to
serviee,

The Chief
eriticism ¢

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: That the conditions
under which the girls are taken into service
are such that we cannot wonder some make
undesirable assoeiations, amd engage in
sexual infereourse with people who take ad-
vantage of their lonely state.

The Honorary Mimister: There is not a
wreat pereentage of sueh instanees.

Hon. II. SEDDON: The fact remains
that there are some.

The Honorary Minister: Not more than
with respect to white girls,

Hoen, H. SEDDOXN: White girls have op-
portunities to meet people who extend to
them social intereourse and sympathy. The
conditions under which half-enste girls are
sent ouf, so far as [ know, are such that
thev have no opportunity for soeial inter-
course except that whieh they make for
themselves,

The Honorary Minister: Some responsi-
bility devolves upon the mistress of the
house to look after them.

Seerctary: What iz your
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Tion, H. SEDDON: T said T wounld gqnote
certain instanees to show the attitude of the
department  towards people of coloured
blood. T have a ease here that was venti-
lated on the 2Gth June last relating to two
voung people, the man heing a quadroon and
the girl a half-caste,

The Honorary Minister: [n what paper
did that appear?

tlon. M. SEDDON: In the “Sunday
Times.” The parties were both 22 vears of
age, and the name is Prosser. The article
hegins by veferring to the action of Parlia-
ment in passing the Native Administration
Act. the restrictions imposed under ihat
legislation, and the regulations dealing with
half-eastes who ave not allowed to visit Porth
withont a permit, not allowed to work for
a white man without a permit, and not
allowed to marry without the consent of the
(Commissioner.

The Chief Seevetary: You know it is not
corvect fo say they cannot work for white
people without a permit?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The only exception
15 in the case of easual work.

The Chicf Scerctary: Then why not put it
in the vight way? Anyone would think
from your remarks that the native must have
n permit.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The argnment of the
Chief Secretary is that no person is allowed
to cmploy a native without a permit. That
works out in the way I have read, namely,
that a native eannot work for a white man
without infringing the law, which requires
that a permit should be issued.

The Honorary Minister: For the protee-
tion of the native.

Mon. 1. SEDDON: A native may not
give his children in marriage withont the
cansent of the Commissioner. The article
aors on to say—

Becanse Parlizanent provided ne sueh line of
demareation, the Native Department ‘‘faced
with the Iaw?’? followed none, and palpably
growing vendettn marks the relations of fhe
better type of ffuatives’’ and the department,
which, friends of the native race ingist, can
anly be eliminnted by a remodelling of native
administration, giving the better-educated na-
tives direct representation on an administra-
five board, with speeial representation of wo-
men to protect and encourage native and half-
easte women in their struggle for upliftment
and their mothering rights over their ehildren,

So meet Arthur and Gladys Prosser, man and
wife, cach of 22 vears of age, and dreamers
of a dream. They dveam that the native race
of Australia, whose blond courses in their
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veins (Arthur is A quadroon and Gladys a
half-caste) will one day have a heritage of
freedoin and independenve as complete as that
uf the white man.

Produets of the Australinn primary school
gystem of ecducation {Arthur reached the
eighth standord at the Bunbury public school
andd Gladys passed through the East ITlerth
Girls’ Sehool) they are indistinguishable from
a voung white couple in speeeh, manners and
deportment,  Arthur is the champion goal-
kicker of the Railways (Bunbury) football
teitm, sl has done overy kind of work, inelud-
ing shovelling, axework, milking, stock driving,
nmustering and tallying and wheat harveating.
He can run like a have, and jump like a kan-
garoo, and has all but *eleaned up’’ many a
country sports meeting.

A fortnight ago he decided to try for work
in Perth for a spell, to allow his young wife
to receive medien] atiention for kidney trouble.
Ife had only been in Perth a day or two when
an officer of the Native Department ealled
upon his Buropean host and asked Arthur to
come to the department.

ITe went, amd was asked to take out a per-
mit, giving him liberty to stay in Perth. IHe
refused to take out a permit. It was an in-
sult to his manhoeod nnd dignity. On the streets
later, 2 policeman hailed him and his wife
and asked them to aecompany him to the police
station. They went. The policeman rang up
the Native Department, and after a telephone
conversation with the department, told the
young couple that they would have to get out
of Perth immediately. Arthur Prosser refused.
1f the dignity of an edueation designed to
promote self-respret meant, instead, gnol, then
to gaol he would go.

With a double clnim of bleod running in
their veins—the blood of the original owners
of the s0il of Australin and the blood of the
adopted race—the Prossers were not free to
walk the strests of the capital city of Western
Australia, and were not free, without a permit,
to remain in Perth so that Gladys Prosser
might receive medieal attention and  Arthov
Progser earn the wherewithnl to pay for it!

Gladys Prosser (nee Gillignn) was horn of
a white father and a coloured mother at Hall’s
ireck.  Fdueated in the south, she spent many
rears of her life in the Moore River Settlement,
and this ig how slie deseribes the life that she
says, in her eultured, good English tongue, ‘‘is
tno unconstructive and too little caleulated to
bring out the hest in the uinfortunate natives,
who are just as ecapable of ecvelution as the
white peaple, only the white people do not
widerstand.”?

“‘There are now cight two-reomed cottages
in the settlement for married eouples, hut the
married couples are only permitted to orcupy
these cottages on the eondition that they forego
their ehildren.?’ ““How {do you mean ‘forvego
their ehildren’??” Mrs, Prosser was asked.
“Just what T say. The mother is not permit-
ted to retain her own ehildren. They must
remain and be hrought wp in the componnd.
Thus the mother is denied the evolution that
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follows with the rearing of her own children,
that God himself designed, and that man is
permitted to frustrate.’” ‘‘Are the cottages
oceupied in those circumstancesa?’’ I asked.
‘*Not by parents who love their children suf-
ficiently that they must have them with them.
The majority of the couples lived on in the pro-
miscuous compound rather than part with their
children.’’ ““Cannot the children go to school
in the compound nnd live at home with their
parents in the cottages? Is that separation a
matter of education, for the children’s good?'’
f*No; in many pnrts of the south, native ehil-
dren, within reach of schools, are getting no
education at all; they are not allowed to attend
the schools.”’

““In many things the white people mean
well,’’ added Mrs. Prosser, "*but they have aso
little understanding. My eXperience has con-
vineced me that, psychologieally, the Native De-
partment is working on wrong lines. I'unda-
mentally, the coloured people are not different
Irvm the white people, and are just as capable
of being tanght trades and farming as the
white. There should be no restriction of liberty
of any kind upon natives who have passed an
approved standard of education, and are en-
titled io vote, and in no cireumstances should
the separation of mothers and children be per-
mitted exeept in circumstances where it is
proved that the children arc neglected. The
same law that applics to the white race should
apply to the native raecs in that particular.’’

This is an illustration of the atiitude of the
department when dealing with persons who
should be quite outside ifs control, and its
attitude in respeet of natives who desire fo
keep their children. The article eontinues—

‘I think that is most cssential,’’ replied
Mrs, Prosser, ‘‘Our native mothers have all
the natural feelings of mothers the world over,
and to many of them the administration of
the Native Department, hy men only, is stark
teagedy. !

Barly in the week Mrs, Trosser prevailed upon
the stubborn Arthur to return to Bunbury,
She had the fear, shared by mest native wo-
men, of the departmnent, and she would not
have her husband fight and go to prison. She
would take her ailment hack with her to Bun-
bury, she said, and *“God would provide.’’

Extending her hand in a farewell gesture,
and with a grace and dignity heyond her years,
young Mrs, Prosser said, ‘‘Please God, you
will help open the hearts and understanding of
¥Your people.”’

Acting on an  inspivation. ““The Suonday
Times’? representative nsked the young woman,
“When did yon last see your mother??’’ ‘‘Sev-
enteen years age,’’ she renlied. ¢“She was col-
owred?’? “Yeg, and (with a swift trembling
lip and a rush of moisture to the eyes) she is
such a dear soul!”?

T also have heve another ease bearing on tlm
attitude of the department.
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The Chicf Secretary: You are certain that
everything stated in that article is correet?

Hon. H. SEDDON: I have read what is
printed in a public newspaper. What is
said there is sufficient indication of the abti-
tude of the department to these young people
te lead us seriously to doubt its sympathy
towards natives and half-castes generally.
The other case is reported in another Perth
newspaper, buf occurred before the Prosser
case. This dreals with quadroons. The police
magistrate, Mr. H. D. Moseley, at the Perth
Police Court charged the Department of
Native Affairs with having adopted irritat-
ing taetics against a quadroon woman. Mr.
Moscley was the Royal Commissioner who in-
vestigated native affairs a few years ago. As
a result of that inquiry we all recognise that
he is well qualified to judge and speak of
the econditions associated with the treaiment
of any person of coloured blood. Aeccording
to this newspaper, Mr. Moseley said—

There is no evidence that this woman ever
needed looking after. There is evidence that
she lhas been subjected to irritating tactics. I
think the department might well concentrate on
people more needing of help.

The Press report stated—

It was stated that the woman, 38-year-old
Dolly Waters, housekeeper to Mrs. William
Padbury, of Guildford, had fought for years
to win recognition ag a white woman.

After hearing the whole of her life history
outlined Mr. Moseley to-day refused to class
her as a native.

The hearing arose out of a charge in which
Leonard Butters was charged with having al-
lowed natives, including Dolly Waters, to be
on his }E{remises without a permit.

Mr. K. E. Drake-Brockman contended that
Waters was not a native within the meaning
of the Native Administration Aect, while Mr.
C. F. Taylot, Inspector of the Department for
Native Affairs, contended that the woman was
a native.

At the conclugion of the case, Mr. Moseley
snid: ‘“I feel that these people should be given
the opportunity of lifting themselves up from
the lives their forebesrs led. They should not
be made to feel that beenuse their grandmother
lived a native life in the bush that that is the
best they ean have. They do not want to feel
that they should have their life governed by
gsonte  Government department.  They should
be allowed some feeling of independence. Be.
enuse, according to departmental records, a
person is considered a native there is no rea-
son to classify that person, who has lived
among white people, as a native. That is very
harsh treatinent. Tn my humble opinion if they
want to 1ift themselves up they shonid be given
every encouragement. There i3 no evidence
that this woman ever needed looking after.
There i= evideree that she has heen subjected
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to irritating tactics. I think the depuartment
might well eoneentrate on people more needing
of help.*’

Mr. Drake-Broekman said that Waters was
housekeeper to Mrs. Padbury, of Guildford, and
for many yeavs had heen holding important
positions, For two years she had heen perse-
cuted by the Department of Native Affairs,
he said.

Whenever she got a job a policeman would
arrive and ask her cmployers if they had a
permit te employ a native, counsel said. She
is practienlly a white woman in calour. She
has always lived as a white woman and hns
never shown any inclination to live as a native,
witness said.

The Honorary Minister: Why eould sha
not elaim her rights under the Aet?

Hon. 1. Cornell: Why ean yon not exer-
cise a little more ecommonsense?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The House does not
require any further proof of the trnth of
these statements than the interjeetion of the
Honorary Minister. He assumes that these
nnfortunate people have all the advantages
of edncaiion to he able to understand the
laws of the country and the attitude of the
department.  Instead of the department
acting as a protector we find it acting as a
determnined persecutor; instead af the depart-
ment advising this woman of the rights and
benefits to which she is entitled under the Aet,
the statement T have vead shows that the
department only persisted in its persecu-
tion. No better evidence conld be furnizked
of the lack of sympathy and the persecuting
aetions of the department than the interjec-
tion of the Honorary Minister.

The Chief Seeretary: Surely that is beside
the question.

Hon, H. SEDDON: I wish also to refer
to the case of a half-easte child named
TLorna. I was written to by a missionary
regarding this girl,

The Honorary Minister: Who was the
missionary?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Mr. Schenk.

The Honorary Minister: He is not very
reliable.

Hon, J, Cornell: He is as reliable as is the
Homnorary Minister.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Tle opinion I have
formed of Mr. Schenk and of Mr. Neville is
that both are determined and strong-willed
men. There has been a certain amount of
ill-feeling between them. When it comes to
practical work, to sympathy for and nnder-
standing of the natives, the giving up of hs
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life {or the benefit of the natives, 1 take off
my hat to Mr, Schenk.

ITon. E. H. H. Hall: You have seen his
work, have yonu?

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: T have seen for my-
self what he is doing. A man who is earry-
ing out the work that he is doing for the
protection of the natives is deserving of the
highest. eommendation from the people of
the State and the strongest possible support
from the department. Mr, Schenk wrote to
me regarding this case. 1 took no aetion
thin hecause 1 was under the impression
that the regulations were to be tahed, and I
woukld then have an opportunity to discunss
the matter. T have a series of extraets
relating to correspondence that passed
hetween Mr. Schenk and Mr, Neville eon-
cerning the treatment of girls at the mission.
The correspondence covers an extended
period. On the 1st Mareh, 1928, Mr. Schenk
wrote to Mr, Neville—

We are trusting to you to give us an oppor-
tunity to eduvcate the half-castes as well as the
full hloods. After we have the school estab-
lished, we shall proceed with the dormitories

as the Lord sends us the money to purchase
material, which we feel sure He will do.

On the 13th August, 1937, Mr. Schenk, in
writing te Mr. Neville, said—

In vesponse to yvour wire received to-day, we
heg to state that the average number of c¢hild-

ren in onr school is 44—26 half-castes and 18
full hloods.

Again, on the 12th June, 1937, Mr. Schenk
wrote to Mr, Neville—

Topsy’s child, Of course, their first question
wag, ‘“Would she be sent down south$’’ If

you would grant us permission to take this
child, we weuld get them to bring ber up.

As memhers will see, there had been some
question between Mr, Schenk and My, Neville
regarding the position of the child of Topsy,
and the thonght in the minds of the natives
was: Will she be sent south? On the 3rd
April, 1937, Mr, Schenk had writien to Mr.
F. 1. Bragy—

We now wigh to aseertain from you whether

we shail be able to retain other half-castes if
they be brought in to us by the mothers.

Writing to the Chief Seeretary on the 12th
April of the same year, Mr, Schenk said—
I now wigh to know the decision regarding

the future of the other half-castes in this dis-
frict.
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The Minister’s rveply to Mr. Schenk, dated
the 26th April, was—

When the Commissioner returns, I shall ask
him to determine whether the half-caste child-
ren referred to in your letter under reply may
be taken from their mothers, and whether they
may be received into your lome,

On the 19th Januwary, 1938, A
wrote to Mr. Neville—

Some time agoe T wrete you concerning the
half-caste girl at Linden to say that the people
who have her hidden are willing to give her
into our keeping provided the child was not
sent south. As you did not give me any reply,
I did not make any promisc to these folk, su
they did not bring the child in. Ts the posi-
tion as regards this child the same?

Writing to Mr. Schenk on the 13th Janu-
ary, 1938, Mr. 1. 1. Bray said—

I understand you have a half-caste child
named Lorna with you. Ter mother is a woman
named Dinah, and she is now at Karonie where
she has another half-caste child with her. Dinah
has a Failing for white men and we have been
investigating ler casc for some time in the
hope of securing convictions against ecertain
men, but go far we have not heen successful.
As Lormn is the offspring of a white parvent,
T ghall be pleased if you will continue for the
present to detain her at the wmission natil a de-
‘eigion is reached as to her future welfare. She
imay he allowed to remain af the mission, but
at the moment T ean give you no promise.
Alr. Behenk, on the 21st January, 1938,
wrote to Mr. Neville—

Yours of the 13th—477/35—to hand and [
beg to state that Lorna is not here at our mis-
wion, nor has she ever been in our charge. In
a letter dated the 12th June, 1937, T wrote you
about Myrtle asking if she could be left herce.
bhut I received no answer, so L concluded the
same position would apply to Torna. These
children are kept away from us somewhere he-
tween here and Karonie, and those who have
<charpge of them asked for a promise that they
avould net be sent south. This we cannot give
without vour authority and we hope you will
understand. The poor natives have suffercd
s0 much hy the white man’s deception and dur-
ing the years we have been here we have gained
their absolute trust of our word. This trust
we would not loze for anything. It is part of
our teaching and for their sake and the Lord’s
sake we would not cnter inte anything that
would deeeive them or break their hearts over
their lest children whom they love so dearly.

Qo the 28ih Februavy, 1938, Mr. Neville
wrole to Mr. Schenk—

Referring to your letter of the 24th Novem-
ber last, and in particular referenee to your
second paragraph, portion of which reads as
Follows :—

We have endeavoured by several letters to
ahtain some understanding on this matter

Schenk

[COUNCIL.]

but eamnof, and it seems unfaiv te us for
¥ou to ask “‘on what authority’” when we
acted in the past with your knowledge and
no instructions to the contrary.
[ shall be glad if yow will kindly rofer me to
the letters you sprak of.

Reverting to your first paragraph, vou say
that the department sent you 11 children and
this made it necessary for you to build dor-
mitories.  Aren’t you putting the eart before
the horse? You wanted to build dormitories
and you wanted ns to send you children. We
sent you n few over a jong period of time bat
vou have taken in numbers of others we did
not send vou, and I don’t know that you ever
asked that yow might take them in, nor was
I aware that you were taking them in in sueh
quantities. However, ag to that, if you choose
to aceept children whose parents are alive and
able to support them, then presumably you are
prepared to support them. T am always will.
ing to listen to any speeial circumstanees re-
garding any partieular cases. As far as I ean
see, i large number of the children referred to
on your list do nof require to be supported by
this department nt all, and it is my intention
to indicate in the very mear future which of
these children must cease to Lie rationed at our
exponse,

The foregoing will indieate to yon the reason
for these irquiries as you signified your desire
to know in the final paragraph of your letter,
I would atso refer you to my letter of the 18th
Auwgrust last indieating to you just which natives
the depurtment is prepared to ration through
you. It seems to me that in the matter of
these ¢hildren you have exceeded xour anthor-
ity aml the matter regnires adjustment,

Writing te Mr. Neville on the 7th March,
1938, Mr. Bchenk said—

Yours of the 28th ulf. to hand, and in regard
to our sceking understunding on this question,
we may say that none of these letters is from
us to vou dated the 24th Murel, 1937; 4/4/37
asking Mre. Kitson who referred us baek to vou
and who, we found out, passed our letter om
to vou: 12/6/37: 4/10/37: 19/1/38.

It is months sinee we asked about the halg-
caste children at Tinden and we had no alter-
native but to think that yon would rather them
kept in immornl surroundings than allow us
te have them for permanent training. The
relatives in each ease demand to know if they
will be sent south or left here, and as we never
break faith with the natives we have sousght
vour definite deeision, whieh you have not given
vet.

As members will see, the correspondence
covers several vears and affords an indien-
tion of the attitude of the department, at
any rate towards this particular missionary.
It showz the departmental attitude regard-
ing his desire to take control of, and look
after, ehildren who obviously were living in
undesirable conditions. Members will be in-
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tevested to hear, in the conrse of the Minds-
ter's reply, an explanniion as to why per-
mission was not accarded the missionary to
deal with the half-caste girls, ag indicated
in the correspondence T have read.

I wish next to deal with the position of
the Warburton Mission, whiel was estab-
lished by missionaries who came out nndey
conditions similar fo those operating with
AMv. Schenk and others, These people felt
the need for ministering to the natives roam-
ing the Warburton Ranges, which are some
300 miles from Laverton. When the mi=-
sionaries first went nut, they used camels,
hut later on they sceured a truek. A mission
was cstablished and buildings were erected
consisting of material largely obtained on
the spot.  They teok very little bunilding
material with them. When they sought 1o
establish that mission, they naturally got
into ecommunieation with Mr. Neville. On
this point 3 have reeeived the following in-
formation :—

About the time we wished to start this work,
Mr, Neville told us that a mission of the right
kind would always meet with his sympathy
and encouragement, and yet he did everything
possible to discourange us from starting work
at the Warburtons, (I would like Mr, Neville
to say what he ealls the right kind of mission.)
T would be grateful to anyone who conld elicit
this information from Mr. Neville for us, nlso
what qualifications are needed by workers.

We wrote first about starting work at Way-
Lurtons in June, 1932, six years ago. Mr.
Neville gave no cneouragement, cven though
there were reports of natives being shot in that
area.

On the 17th May, 1938, Mr. Neville still
asked us to defer our project. We deeided to
obey the command of Christ and “‘Go.’’ Let-
ters from Mr. Neville show that he was an-
noyed. He asked for a bond if we entered
the bhig native reserve and would only allow
ng te itinerate and stay six months therein.
(See letter, Tth June, 1933.)

Mr. Wade decided to work amongst the
natives outside the reserve. Meanwhile Mr.
Neville told members of our council that Sehenk
took too much on himself and went too fagt—
this after & eentmry of neglect by the Church!
Toggers and others could go out but n mission-
ary was advised not to go.

30th March, 1937: T asked permission to
start settled work at 150 to 200 miies out
from Laverton.

13th April, 1937: The Commissioner asks
why was such a2 mission necessary?

19th April, 1937: T wrote to say that we
considered a mission there necessary for these
rensons 1=

(1) To cvangelise natives not now reached.
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(2) To provide a counter attraction to
Cox's Find, where conditions have been
condemned by anthoritics.

(3) To eare for the sick and suffering.

{4) To teach the young.

Mr. Neville later told us verbally that he had
had a report from Constable CGravestock that.
Miunie Creck was n most unsuitable place for
a mission. We had not asked about Minnie-
Creek but for permission to start between 150
and 200 miles out where Constable Gravestock
himselt advised our workers to start.

On 18th June, 1937, Mr. Neville gave us the
definite refusai,

When Mr, A, G, Mathews was in the South-
Woest, he desired to do settled work, but Mr.
Neville did not agree, but agreed to his doing
itineration work,

When My, Tom Street had the mongy to
purchase Mt. House Station to do settled work,
soineone in the department prevented his pur-
chase of the proporty, end now Mr. Street ia
one of the itinerating missionaries.

With regard to Badjaling Mission, whicl the
Press representative mentioned as having fewer
facilities than other missions, how could it be
different, sceing that Mr, Neville at different
times emphasised to the missionaries that they
must not dig themselves in there?

When I eame to Western Auastralia, I asked
permission to do spiritual work only on Moola
Bulla Station, but Mr. Neville wrote me to suy
‘“No provision was made for o missionary to
stay at Moola Bulla.'” That was 17 yenrs ago
and it is only thig year that Mr. Neville hag
offered the Presbyterinns the right to send a
misgionary there. That is how much Mr.
Neville wants any kind of a missionary.

Tn July, 1837, I asked permission to open up
mission work at Wodjina, near Port Hedland.
Mr, Neville hud stated in one of his reports
that things therc were in o bhad way. Mr.
Neville told me that such requests should come
through our council. I then asked our couneib
to inquire for me, but it is now over a year
Iater and I have no word yot.

This year Miss Jones, daughter of a Preshy-
terian Minister, a past Moderator, wished to
settle amongst the Ecllerberrin natives to help
them. Mr. Neville wrote to say that he was
““delighted’’ to think someone was ready to
teach the children there, but that he could not
allow quarters to be built on the reserve for
Miss Jones or anything in the way of a definite
migsion to be commenced. Of course Miss
Jones eould not travel in and out the six miles
to Kellerberrin, so could not stay te teach amd
help the pcople.

That gives members a further illustration.
I have a letter from Mr. Wade who is in
charge of the Warburton Mission. He and'
his colleagues went out and established their-
mission amongst the wild natives. The only
contact those natives had previously hafg
with the white race was with men who weni
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out trapping and prospecting.
Wade’s statement:—

Five years ago an itinerating trip was made
through this area to gain information concern-
ing the number of natives to be reached and
the possibility of establishing a mission centre
amongst them. On that trip natives offered
me dingo scalps whieh I refused, though at
that time the Government offered £2 per head
for them. Later when it was decided to estah-
lisle work in the Warburton Ranges, Mr. Neville
was approached in the matter. He agreed un-
der certain conditions, namely, that we asked
the Government for nothing whatever in the way
of food supplies, clothing, medicine, ete. To
this we agreed, not knowing lhow the mission
would be maintained, but, being a faith mis
sion, we trusted God to provide.

On settling here the natives eame to us con-
tinually with dingoe scalps, asking for flour.
Qur supplies were limited at first and we had
to refuse for a time, but when requests con-
tinued to eome in and we were told of the very
small amount given by white men in these
parts, we felt we could help the people them-
selves and their children if we aceepted the
scalps and we gave them a great deal more
than they had ever received. We found they
were greatly surprised and pleased at what
they got. It is now nearly four years since
we arrived herc and, true to our promise, we
have not asked the Government for anything
whatever. During this time, the parents of the
children willingly left them in our care wntil
at the present time we have over 40 children
in our home. These children are fed and
elothed without any Government help. We
have certainly a good number of sealps and
have taken these to he a way of meeting the
needs of the mission in supporting the ehil-
dren and caring for the old and sick. Not
one penny of revenue received from the sealps
is uscd for the missionaries.

This is M.

[Resolved : That motions he continued.]

Those are the remarks of the missionary,
who has been working with his wife among
these people. Some months ago he had the
assistance of another missionary and his
wife. This latier missionary is the man for
whom we sent out our medical ’plane hecause
he was suffering from appendicitis, He was
brought in to the Kalgoorlie hospital, oper-
ated upon and recovered his health. He had
not sufficient money to pay for his hospital
accommodation. By the generosity of some
people in Kalgoortie, he was sent on fur-
lough. 1 have indicated the spirit in which
these men are working among the natives, a
gpirit which inspires them to attend to their
native charges.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is an indieation of
how the Government can get some revenue to
support the natives.

[COUNCIL.|

Hon. H. SEDDONXN: I was speaking to the
wife of this missionary. She told me that
the children at the mission are not only cared
for, but are gradually being educated and
trained so far as they can be. She herself is
a trained nurse and has ample opportunity
for the exereise of her talents in the training
of these natives. The missionary himself had
to engage in manual work to provide a school
and guarters. I have given members this in-
formation to show them the spirit animating
these 1nissionaries, the conditions under
which they are prepared to work, and the
attitude adopted by the department,

Some time ago I asked for the file of a
native named Munmurvie. That file is an-
ather illustration of the department’s atti-
tude towards the natives. T can see justifi-
eation for opinions formed by the Commis-
sioner of Native Affairs in regard to this
native, but what I complain about is that he
was not given an opportunity to explain his
position and point of view. He was dealt
with summarily, and it was only when Mr.
Schenk interfered and made certain requests
and eatered into correspondence with the de-
partment that the case was concluded as it
was. Muponmurrie had been trained at the
Mt. Margaret Mission. He is a firstelass
stockman, aund found his way to Karonie,
From there he went to work for one or two
squatters who have stations on the trans.
line. I spoke to one of these men, and he
told me, “Munmurrie is the best native
worker I have had. I am always prepared
to employ him on my station, and shall be
glad to get his serviees. I can refer you to
any of the other squatters who have em-
ploved Munmurrie, and they will give you a
gimilar report.” Thaf is the opinion of the
man's employer. .

The file discloses that Munmurrie, who had
been working for a squatter at Karonie, had
been sent from there to another station. He
was given his fare, but did not go to that
station. TInstead, he went to work for an-
other squatter. He was asked by the pro-
tector to refund the fare, In January, 1936,
Munmueyvie went to Perth on holidays, and
apprarently had a good time, because the de-
partment ascertained that he was up against
it. The department got in touch with his
former employver, who happened to be in
Perth, and this gentleman—after hearing the
Pacts—satd, “I will take Munmurrie baek.”
Munmurrie married a native woman named
Ninah in January of this year. The squatter
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asked for Munmurrie, and the protector in-
structed Munmurrie to go to the squatter’s
station. He did not do so. As a matter of
fact, he behaved very badly. He was given
a ticket, but instead of using it to proceed
to his employer’s station, he went to Kal-
goorlie, where, according to the proteetor,
e gave a lot of trouble. The protector said,
aceording to the file, that Munmurrie had
been getting liquor, and altogether had be-
haved very badly. The protector went on to
report to the Commissioner that two natives,
Munmurrie and another, had defied him,
and he asked that they be made an example
of. In the circumstanees, the request was
reasonable and the Commissioner granted it.
The point I am making, however, is this:
If white men of the same type hehaved in the
way this man behaved and were brought be-
fore the court, theyv would be given a chance
to defend themselves. If they were found to
he guilty, they would be punished. In this
cuse, authority was given to arrest Mun-
murrie and orders issued that be was to be
brought to Perth.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Was authority
by the Commissioner?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, to have him ar-
rested. Munmarrie had left Karonie in the
meantime. The protector secured the ser-
vices of the police, who found Munmurrie
and arrested him. He was brought to Kal-
goorlie and placed on the train in charge of
2 constable. The intention was that Mun-
murrie was te be employed in Perth as a
black tracker. Incidentally, T would like
the Minister to give me some information
about a black tracker's work. Munmurrie
was able to earn 25s. a week, in addition to
his keep, when working on stations. I
understand that when a native is employed
as a black tracker, he is placed in the ¢harge
of the police, and must earry out the instrue-
tions given to him. He receives in return
quarters and food and usually a few shil-
lings & week.

Hon. A. Thomson: Whether he likes it or
not.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes. The police seem
to have adopted the old press-gang system
in vogue in Engiand many years ago and
afterwards abolished. What happened to
Munmurrie? T will ask members to regard
this native now as a white man, and judge
his character from his actions. As I said,
he was put on the train. but when he got
down the line a few miles from Boorabbin he

given
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jumped through the window. Notwithstand-
ing that he was knocked about he made his
way to the bush and escaped. The consiable
reported his escape and the police pursued
bhim. They did not cateh him. Munmur-
rie’s wife had been left at Karonie, the pro-
tector at that place having said that he
would take good cave of her and supply her
with rations. Munnwrric had married the
girl at the mission; but, according to native
law, she was really the property of some
other native, and Munmuwrrie was naturally
in a state of fear beeause his wife had been
left unprotected. Thercfore he acted like
any other man would; he took the first op-
pertunity of escaping. The woman followed
him from Karonie to Kalgzoorlie, where she
heard of his escape. She then went down
the line, picked up his tracks and followed
him through the bush. Munmurrie had bheen
joined by another native, and the three of
them travelled 300 miles through the bush
until they eame near to the Mt Margaret
Mission.

Now the mission comes into the pieture,
Mr. Schenk wrote to Mr. Neville and asked
if the mission could take care of Munmur-
Tie. Mr. Schenk said that he had always
had first class reports of Munmurrie and
found him to be 2 good man. He would be
pleased, lbe said, if the department counld
see its way to place Munmurrie under the
control of the mission, The following wire,
dated the 12th April, 1938, was despatched
by AMr. Schenk to Mr. Neville:—

Would you allow Douglas Munmuorric and
Ninah to come here and we support them with
no expense to the department?  Munmurrie

splendid reeord previously. Please give him
chanee in his own district.

The following reply was despatched by the
department :—

Your request re Munmurrie will receive our
consideration later.

Mr. Schenk then wrote the following letter
to the department:—

I beg to eonfirm my telegram of even date--
““Wonld you allow Douglas Munmurric and
Ninah come here and we support them with
no expense to the department? Munmurrie
splendid record previously. Please give him
chance in hisg own district.”’ I know this boy
as one of the best T have met in all my travels
and if he has had a lapse T would like to give
him a echance to make good again. If Mun-
murrie has been troublesome I am inelined to
think that extenuating circumstances have been
the cause, and if so, he would feel it terribly
if he were taken by the police. All our lady
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workers are very troubled and wonder if Mun-
murrie and Ninah his wife were parted.

Then follows corvespondence with the potice
regarding Munmurrie. The next letter is
from Mr. Neville to Myr. Schenk, dated the
6th May, 21938—

Referring to your letter of the 12th ult, I
am afraid your good opinion of Duuglas Mun-
murrie is not shared by us. At all events, the
circumstunees were such recently that it was
deemed desirable to remove him from Karonie,
together with Hinclair, thouwgh the attempi
failed and both Munmurrie and Sinelair have
temporarily disappeared. I should like to say,
in support of my officer ut Karvonie, that he
has done his utmost to bring these men to a
sense of their responsibiiities, without suecess.

Then there 15 a letter to Mr. Schenk dated
the 17th May as follows:—

In reference to the case of Munmurrie, and
referring to your communciation of the 2nd
inst., I have no knowledge that Mummurrie was
parted from his wife, Ninah, and I am afraid
you have been misinformed in this eonnection.

Munmurrie, himself, was secured near or at
Kalgoorlic and I believe at that time his wife
was at the Karonie rationing depot, so I can
hardly see how the department can be charged
with the separation of Munmurrie and Ninah
or what bearing this particnlar aspect had on
the action taken against Munmurrie in econ-
sequence of his conduet at the Karonie depot.
I presume vou do not suggest that action should
not be taken against a native for unsatisfac-
tory conduct simply because he is married.

However, as previously advised, Munmurrie
escaped from legal custody when en route to
Perth and at present I have no knowledge of
his whereabouts, so I am unable to agree to
your suggestion that he should he sent to your
mission,

No charge was preferred against Munmurric
in the police court semse but the circmnstances
of his ease were placed before the Hon. Chief
Secretary who had no hesitation on the facts
before him in issuing a warrant nnder Section
12 of the Native Adminigtration Act for Mun-
murrie’s removal from the Karonie depot.

A letter from Mr. Schenk to the Commis-
sioner reads—

Your letter of the 6th to hand and although
you have stated that Mummurrie was a trouble,
yet we notice that you do not say in what way.
We think that if Mr. Carlisle had any serious
complaint ho would be able to state specified
incidents. We are quite prepared to learn even
with sorrow that Munmurrie had had a lapse,
but the vagueness of the information would
only help us to believe the natives who make
definite statements. They say that Mr. Carlisle
ordered Munnwurrie off the Karonie reserve he-
cause he would not work for p certain employer,
We agree that any man should not receive food
if he refuses work, but to do more than this
and to force a man to go back to an employer

{COUNCIL.]

is not British justice on the part of Mr. Car-
lisle, and would give any employer the license
to be severe to the native.

Furthermore, the natives say that Munmurrie
had left Karonic when the police took him, and
that he was at Lakeside, near Kalgoorlie, abont
80 miles from Kavonie, They say that Mun-
murrie waited till Mr. Carlisle came baek after
going for the police and that Mr. Carlisle told
him that ke, Munmurrie, could stay at Karonie
as long as he liked, and that the poliee were
not ecoming for him. Mnnmurrie then left
Karenie on his own account and went to Lake-
side. Mr. Carlisle came to Kalgoorlie, got the
pelice and went out to Lakeside and got Mun-
murrie there. It scems to us that Mr. Carlisle
was not in legal bounds, and if he was, then
we must say that it seems terrible to think that
a man can be parted from his wife for such
cause. When Munmurrie left Karonie Mr.
Carlisle should have been satisfied B

When a native is tried in a court he can
have o protector to speak for him, but who is
to speak for him if a muanager of a reserve
takes spite against him? It is not British jus-
tice for onc man as manager of a reserve to
have power to place a native in the hands of
the police for removal from wife and relations
und his own country when it may be a ease of
mere spite.

That shows Mr. Schenk's attitude. I am
not excusing it; bot Munomnrie was not
given a chance to put his ease. The letier
continnes—

No doubt Mr. Carlisle has written to you
about Munmurrie, but Munmurric has not heen
allowed to put his case to yow. It is all so
unfair, seeing that Munmurrie was taken after
he left the rescrve.

Would you allow us te bring Munmurrie up
here and write out his part of the story for
you? Wonld you allow us to bring him and
Ninah up here to stay?

The Commissioner wrote to Mr. Schenk on
the 21st May as follows:—

I have your letter of the 1lth, the purport
of which, I understand, is to ask me to allow
Munmurrie and his wife to enter your institu-
tion, and that I regret I cannot agree to at the
moment.

Apparently your information is derived from
native sonrces, and you are judging the easco
accordingly. I assure you, however, that there
is another side to the picture. The only point
I think you make is the allusion to the arrest
of Munmnrrie taking place not at Karonie. The
arrest was undertaken at the instance of this
department, consequently after the issoe of the
warrant Munmurrie had to be arrested wher-
ever he was e

Your inference that Mr. Carlisle had a spite
against the man is unwarranted. Like your-
self, Mr. Carlisle is a protector and one, I ven.
ture to say, who feels just as sympathetic to-
wards the natives as you do. As for Mum-
murrie’s wife, she has been provided with
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<07l by the depariment throoghout the af€air,
sl we shall continue to sapport her in the
dhsenee of her husband.

You soggest that Mr., Carlisle aeted illegally,
bt this is net so.  Action was taken as the re-
silt of the issue of a warrant under Seetion 12
of the Native Administration Act. I might
a4 bl that it was never our intention to send
Murnrrie to gaol, Al the warrant covererdl
wits his temporary removal from Karonie to
Perth,

Aegarding your finnl paragraph, T have no
evidence and 1 submit there is nome to show
thae the natives are being brought wore into
imulage, as you deseribe it.  On the contrary,
more and more of them are being taught how to
earn their Hving in a decent orderly way, and
1o doing so.

Mr. Schenk, in a letter dated the 21st May,
1938, stated—

Shuve my last letter Munmurrie has come
here and, altheough he may be gone befure vou
4t this letter, yet as mesgengers brought his
stery fo me before, so I can send messengery
*o him even if he be half way back to Kal.
gourlic again,

tle told me his part of the story, and as 1
have never found lLim out in an untruth be-
foce, I am dnty hound to believe his story un-
iexs { have faets to the contrary,

In your letter yon say that he was not parted
from his wife as they were already parted,
but even if Munmarvie was at Kalgoorlie and
Ninah at Karonie they were only separated by
mutkul consent for the shortest period, being
true lovers, and intending to meet as soon as
Ninah conld go up to him. I cannot sce how
you ean compure this short parting with an
tletinite separation down south away from his
wife awml people. Towever, nothing could be
suid agiinst this action if liis caze were seri-
ous, but I think a native should be ehargeably
with some offence hefore heing parted from
his wife.

I do not suggest for one minute that no ae-
tion should be taken for umsatisfactory con-
duet, but Munmurrie says that he was not un-
rulyv. My, Carlisle covidently Dblames him for
being disobedient and unruly, bhut Munmarrie
savs that he was merely disobedient and liad
good cause to be =0, as Mr. Carlisie wanted to
foree him to work for wages lower fhan he has
ever had before, while others on the reserve
Ioafed and were fed. Munnoanrie did net ob-
jeet to Mr. Carlisle giving him no sustenance
az he expected that. Munmurric says that Mr,
Carlisle sent him to work at Mt. JMonger sta-
tion and that he, Munmurrie, thought that he
woull get £1 a week or more. When T sened
men out T always make a definite arrangement
hetween employer and men.  After Munmurrie
had been at Mt. Monger for a week he found
ont that he was only to receive 1hs. a week
and he thought the remainder was to be paid
to A, Carlisle. This story may be true as T
know you asked me to adopt the same proce-
dure up here to increase the trust fund, baot
T knew the men would only mistrust me,  Any-

way, Munmurrie left Mt. Monger and because
he would not go back to work at Mt. Monger,
Mr. Carlisle ordered him off the reserve, and
becaunse he did not go off the reserve, Mr, Car-
lisle asked you to take out a warrant for
rewoval.  Munmurrie removed himself, anad
surely My, Curlisle should have been satisfied
with that, but instead he followed Munmurrie
to Kalgoorlie and got the police to capture
him neae Kalgoorlie.

Then it seems as thoughk the police offered
Munmurrie the choive of going to Fremantle
gaol ur heing a polive tracker down south, and
of course he said he would vather be a police
tracker, Police  tracking for no  wages
is another matter to which the native men
ohject.  This you would know when you had
degiredl me te send trackers from here.

A frieml of wine in Kalgoorlie interviewed
the police and he wrote we to sav that the
police tokd him that Monmurrie was being sent
south as a tracker. Tt seems too terrilie, Mr.
Neville, that a nmative should be taken Ly force
to work for nothing. Munmurrie kept objecting
and asking why he did not have a fair trinl in
the court at Walgeorlie hefore heing handled
Iy the police.

Munmurrie then, being righteously indig-
nont. jumped out of the train nnd cseaped
from the police—ull this because of Mr. Car-
tisle s matadministration. It does imnideell seem
true, **Whom the gods wish to destrov they
first mnke mad.”?

That is an epitome of the action leading up
to Mwmnreie’s arrvest and release. T do not
wish to weary the House by quofing subse-
anent letters on the file, but they show thnt
this man remained away from the police for
a considerable tiine and eventually went tn
work on 2 station north of Leonora.  The
polive received word that he was there, and
when he finished his work the police found
him o bLis way back to the mission. Mun-
murric was taken to Leonora and given o
chanee to work as a tracker. The policeman
at Leonora seems to have heen a decent sort
lie said Munmurrie’s wife could stay with
him at Leonera. Meantime the department
had sent word that the warrant against Mun-
murrie had heen withdrawn. The arvest was
made on the 3st Angust and ihe letter of
withdrawnl was reeeived by Mr. Sehenk on
the 13th September.  Munmuarrie was not
advised by the poliee that the warrant had
heen withdrawn. When Mr. Sehenk reeeived
the letter, he rang up the police at Leonora
and advized them that the warrant had heen
withdrawn.  Therefore Munmurrie was a
free man.  Mr. Schenk said that the polie2
did not advise Munmurrie that he was a free
man and he was detained at Teonora. So
omr friend Schenk, in his interfering wav,
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took the opportunity to send word to Mun-
murrie that he was a free man.

Munmurric was interviewed by Mr. Han-
nah, the assistant 1-agistrate at Kalgoorlie,
at the request of the Commissioner, and in
the course of the interview Munmurrie told
the magistrate he was quite willing to remain
at Leonora and work for the police as o
tracker. Meanwhile Mr. Schenk had been
writing to the department, and, as I have
said, he notified Munmwirie that he was o
free man.  Shorily afterwards Munmurric
left the Leonora police service and returned
to the mission.  Mr. Hannah interviewed
Munmurrie on the 26th September.  The
police action on the withdrawal of the war-
rant is not satisfactory. The police werc
anxious to have a tracker and this man ap-
parently suited them very well. However,
Mr, Schenk said Munmurrie could return to
the mirsion. Having been fold that he was
a free man, he decided not to stav at Leonora
any longer.

1 wish to say that this is an illustration
of the powers given to the department and
of the way the powers are used. Had a white
man heen involved. he would have had the
right to he tried before a magistrate, and
an opportunity would have been afforded
him to put his case before any steps were
taken to punish him. However, a warrant
was taken out 1o remove Munmurric and he
rerarded it as a punishment that was not
desrrved, seeing there had heen no trial. The
whole sequence of events dates from that
time. Tt is another illustration of the dan-
gers that arise from the passing of legisla-
tion such as we have on the statute-hook. Tt
shows that this legisintion can he used to
make a rebel out of a man whose employers
have nothing but good to say of him. Speak-
ing to one of his employers in Kalgoorlie, T
was told, “Thix man worked for me, and
when he was leaving T told him that he could
have a job if he came back. Some time
aftorwards T was shorthanded and could not
avt an with my woerk, Munmurrie and an-
other native came to me and said they were
prepared to work for me, having heard that
[ was short-handed, and would do a fort-
night’s work veluntarily. This they did.” This
shows the gratitude of the native to the mana-
zer who hnd treated him well: he was pre-
pared to respond to kindly treatment meted
out to him. It shows what kindness and under-
standing might have aecomplished in dealing
with this matter, swhereas the impression
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that has been creatud is, to a certain exlent,
a most unfortunate one. Munmurric can
only be regarded as having been turped into
a vebel, whereas kindness and consideratinn
might have convineed him that he had heen
wrong and given him an opportunity to enn-
tinue to win approval.

Some time ago I had an opportunity to
visit the Morgans mission. At the mission is
a school attended by native and half-easte
children, a#nd it wonld do members good to
see the way in which the children get through
the work. They are exceedingly smart and
ean hold their own with white children in
the field of mental arithmetic. The mission
has workshops; the dormitories are spotlessly
vlenn.  Tach child has his own towel, tooth-
hrush and mug, and altogether the conditions
under which the youngsters are living are a
eredit to the institation, whieh is being main-
tained by voluntary subseriptions.

Han. W, J. Mann: Up to what standard
are the children tanght?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The children I saw
were in the second and third standards. Nei
only has the misston provided workshops In
which the natives can be trained, but the
people have also been assisted to build liftle
cottages. We would not he greatly impressed
hy them, but they are suitable to the needs
of the natives and arve ocecupied by married
epuples whose children are able to attend the
school and return to their homes afterwards.

The missionaries found that the natives
were able to obtain employment on the sta-
tions for only aboui three months of the
vear. For the rest of the year they were
thrown on their own resources. Accordingly,
Mr. Schenk secured a three-hend mill and
the services of a prospector and had the
natives trained to prospect in the loeality.
They located a vein of very low-grade ore
and were tanght to mine it. They work in
pairs, and each man secures a small parcel
which is put throngh the mill provided by
Mr. Schenk and treated by a eyanide plant.
As a result of the first year’s operations
£600 worth of gold was obtained. That was
handed to the natives. the only ¢harge made
being one to cover the aectual erushing
expenses, The men, of course, have to huy
their own fracteur. One or two of the men,
handy with tools, hought secondhand trueks
which they drive around the conntry, carting
for their colleagues who are working dif-
ferent claims. Thus these men are making
a living, This yvear almost £1,000 worth of
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gold was secuved. Members will observe that
natives who had been idle and would have
hung around the bush or the towns are now
working and learming to beeome self-support-
ing and self-veliant. The serviees of the men
are greatly sought by the station-owners in
the distriet, who recognise them to be reliable
workers,

Hon. T. Moore: Ave they coloured or full-
bloads?

Hon. H. SEDDOX: There are both fnll-
bloods and half-eastes,

Hon. E, M. Heenan: Have you confirmed
the last statement you made that the ser-
viees of the men are being sought by the
station-owners?

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Yes; in one or two
instanees I have spoken to station-owners.
As a matter of fact I spoke about Munmur-
ric to a friend of the hon. inember, and he
gave him a good character. Other people at
Leonora spoke vervy well of the natives. The
great point is that the men are being trained
to he self-reliant and self-supporting. The
women are tanght faney work and weaving.
Thex have a little loom, and after spin-
ning loeal wool, they weave it into mats and
clothes. The whole object is to make them
self-supporting, give them self-respeet, and
teach them that they ¢an win a place in the
ecommunity. That sort of work demands all
the encouragement we can give it.

Hon. W. J, Mann: Is any prospecting
grant given by the Government?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Not a bean. Such
work should be encouraged; it is work in
conformity with the ideal underlying the
Native Administration Act.

T wish now to deal with some of the vegu-
lations to which I have taken exception. The
first to which I object is No. 6, which speci-
fies the position governing the declaring of
a quadroon as a native.  The regulation
states—

{n} The applieation shall be lodged with the
magistrate t¢ whom it is desived to apply for
the order, and the magistrate shall thereupon
fix a date for the liearing of the application
whieh shall not be less than five days after the
day when notice is served on the native as here-
inafter preseribed.

(b} Tf for any reason the notice has not
been served 0 as to allow the necessary time
stipulated in the preceding paragraph the Com-
missioner ghall obtain a fresh date of hearing
and effeet gervice conformably with the pre-
ceding paragraph.

(d) Tt the quadroon fails te appear the

magistrate may on proof of service proeceed
to determine the matter in his absence.
The objection to this regulation is that there
is n diserimination against the native as to
the time allowed before the hearing of an
application. Regulation 101, velating to ap-
peals aguinst the canceliation of or refusal
te grant a permit, states—

The magistrate with whom an appeal has

been lodged shall fix a date and time for the
hearing of the appeal, providing such hearing
shall not take place until the expiration of at
least one month from the Aate of the appeai
hiving been reeeived by him, and that appel-
lant and the protector concerned shall be en-
titled to receive one munth’s notice of the date
and time of the hearing of the appeal.
The argument is that if a month is good
enough in one instance, it should be good
enough in the other. The conditions shouid
be the same in each instanee so that natives
will be assured of the same sort of deal as
the Commissioner. The next regulgtion to
which I have taken exeeption is No. 39,
which deals with correspondence and
states—

All tetters to and from the inmates of an
institution shall pass through fthe hands of
the superintendent or manager, who may in his
digeretion withhold them from transmission or
return them to the writers.

That is an interference with the natives that
way be warranted, but seemns a vervy ques-
tionable eourse of action. Kven though
correspondence might be of an undesirable
deseription, I do not consider that there is
any justification for its being intercepted.
Tt should be given to the person to whom it
is addressed. The next regulation to which
I obhjeet is No. 85, which reads as follows—

The Commissioner may direct that the wages

or part of the wages of any native shall be
paid to bim in trust for such native in any
manner e may think fit and the wages shall
he paid by the employer aceordingly.
This regulation has beea the cauwse of much
dissaiisfaction, the natives maintaining that
they are entitled to their wages, The law
might well be amended to provide that where
a man 15 shown fo be ineapable of taking
care of his wages the Act should be enforeed,
but mntil he hag been shown ineapable, he
should be allowed to take charge of his
money. At present deductions are made
from wages and sent to the department. I
am informed that the depariment banks the
money in the name of the native concerned,
and such sums are held for his henefit,
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The Chief Seerctary: That applies only to
minors, as a general rule,

Hon. H. SEDDON: T have been informed
that natives experience some difficulty in
securing information as to how muel money
is standing to their credit. Money belonging
to minors is spent hy the department on
theiv behalt. Oue or two natives have said
te me, “I ain not allowed to have the money
I have earned. The department gets hold
of it, and | do not see it, and I do not know
how much [ have” T was told that state-
ments are sent to the natives, but I think
there should be some system whereby

The Chief Secretary: Can you guote one
case of the kind vou have mentioned where
a native hag applied lo see his acepunt and
has heen refused permission?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes.

The Chief Seeretary: I would be glad it
you would let me know of one instance,

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Very well, T am
glad the Minister has mentioned that peint.
One sueh native is Jack Quinn. He told me
personally that he was unable to obtain a
statement as to how much money there was
to his credit. There is another case to which
I will refer.

Fon, .J. ML Macfarlone: Does he not know
how mueh is dedncted from his mouney from
time to time?

Hon., H. SEDDOX:; Apparentiv not, be-
canse he does not know how much money lLe
has to his credit, There is another case of a
familv that benefited under a will.  The
estate was dealt with and certain moneys
were paid out, but a further amount was due.
The person coneerned, however, was unable
to obtain any partienlars concerning it. T
think the name of the family s Angwin.

Sttting suxpended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan.

Hon, H. SEDDON : Before tea I was stat-
ing that T had had conversations with na-
tives who fold e they had found ditfienlty in
ohtaining information about their funds in
the hands of the depavtment. If the regn-
Intions were properly drafted, they wonld
provide for the issue of vegunlar statements
hy the deparviment to natives for whom the
department is holding money. The state-
ments should show the amounts of money
in hand, and also details of any withdrawals
made from the accounts by the Commis-
sioner.

Another question arises under the heading
of finaneial arrangements—the position that
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exists where the estate of a deccased man
and infants ave eoncerned. I eannot do
better than bring to the notice of the
Honorary Minister a ease of that kind to
which my attention has been drawn. These
ave the particulars—
Facts Concerning the Estate ot the
Late A, C. Ashwin,

oA O Ashwin was a white man, not a
native or o half caste, who owned his half-
enste children and provided for them in his
witl. e provided tor Trilby, Bill, Christinas,
Winnie (deceased), Ida and Juck.

2. Each was to receive moucy from the
estate, and we know that £100 was named as
the share of Trilby.

3. Ta April, 1947, Trilby received u letter
from the Curator of Iutestate Estates, together
with £30, less 3d. stamp duty, the letter stating
more was to follew. Copy of letter herewith:—

Re AL C, Ashwin, deccased.

Enclosed herewith is cheque for £49
19s. 9., in your favour, being the first
payment on fceount of your legacy of
£100 wnder the Will of the alwve men-
tiomed, after deduetion of 3d. stamp duty.

Yours traly,
(Signed)
Curator of Intestate Estates.

+. On 15th Angust, 1938, Trilby wrote to
the Cuorator of Intestate KEstates enquiring
about the remainder of the money nnd a copy
of the reply is contained herewith—
23/8/38.
Re A, C. Ashwin, decensed.

Acknowledgment is made of your letter
of the 13th instant.

There were only sufficient funds to pay
£90 12s. 2d. on account of your legaey of
£100. Of this, £50 was paid to youn direct
on 16th April, 1934, The balance of £40
125. 2d. was paid te the Commissioner of
Native Affairs on your behalf on  20th
August, 1937, and I suggest that you get
in toueh with him.

Yours truly,
Cuyator of Intestate Estates.

5. Trilby is married to a1 man named Tom
Cooper.

i, After A, C. Ashwin died, Trilby and
Tom got into difficulties and their children
were brought to the Mission and sinee then the
Department of Native AfEairs has issued these
children half a ration cach. (This of course
is only one quarter of their support, the Mis-
sion provides the rest.)

7. We conelude Mr. Neville has taken the
money to pay for these rations.

8. Trilby contends that the care of the
children finaneially belongs to bher hushand,
Tom.

9. Tom Cooper, her husband, some time ngo
had to go to Perth for a major operation and
hns only becn able to keep himsclf in bara
nevessities sinee.
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10, Trilby had determined to build a little
Lkome with this remaining money, £40 12s. 24,
in which to spend ler deelining days.

11, Xop notification was given to Trilb)
cither by the Department of Native Affairs or
by the Curator of Intestate Estates that her
money had been paid into the department.

12, We wonder if the money of all her
brothers und sisters has been paid in likewise,

13, Her brother, Rill Ashwin, has never at
any time veeeived departmental assistance, and
he also desives to know if any of his money haa
shared the same fate.

14, The addresses of the other brothers and
sisters are—Christmas (Mrs. Eve Harris), ¢/o
Miss Janct Jones, Geraldton; she has one girl
now in department care. Winnie (deceased);
her five children, Bella, Daisy, Jinnie, Bruce
and Walter, in c¢are of department. Jack Ash-
win, Wiluna: ns far as we know has never re-
ceived department help,  Bill Ashwin, Mission,
Morgans; bas not received department help
at all. Trilby Ashwin (now Mrs. Tom Cooper),
Mijssion, Morgans, received department assis-
tance for her children. Ida Ashwin (now Mrs.
Archie Tucker), Mission, Morgans; for two
or three months several yvears ago reeeived ra-
tions from department. She is still under 21
years,

13, The Mission here would in no wise think
of deducting the amonnt we have spent on ‘[ril-
by’s chilklven from her legacy, yet we have
done three times ns much as the department,

Trilhy, Bill and Ida particularly wish me to
get the lelp of a solicitor to recover their
money and ne doubt the same solicitor could
aet for the rest of the family.

Apparently that is a case where informa-
tion that the people were entitled to reccive
was not made available. The general idea
is that the department could be more regular
in conveying information to natives of funds
standing fo their eredit in the department’s
care. The regulations do not state, either,
for what purpose a native ean obtain his
money. There seems to he a fecling that the
natives are not entitled to the use of their
funds, or at any rate they are discouraged
from spending their own money themselves.

The next regulation, N¢. 101, deals with
appeals against cancellation or refusal of
permifs, The appeal must he lodged with a
magistrate, and the magistrate with whom
it is lodged then fixes a date and time for
the hearing of the appeal—
providing sueh hearing shull not take place
until the expiration of at least one month from
the date of the appeal having been rececived by
him, and that appellant and the protector con-
cerned shall be entitled to reecive one month’s
notice of the date and time of the hearing ot
tho appeal.

1 quoted a ease where the native had only
five days’ notiee given to him.

The Chief Secrelary: ls that strietly eor-
rect—that he had only five days' notice?

Hon. H. SEDDON: T should say, not less
than five days.

The Chief Secretary: 1 hope the hon.
member will not make any mis-statement.

Hon. H. SEDDON : T do not want to make
any mis-statement. The statement I make
is that a native can be served with a notice
that after five days his case will he dealt
with. In the case of the Commissioner, a
margin of a month is allowed in which he
cain make the necessary arrangements to
appear. Then as to regulation No. 103,
which reads—

At the hearing of an appeal by the magis-
trate, the appellant may sppear in person or
ho may he assisted by his agent and the Com-
missioner shali be represented by the protector
eoncerned or by a travelling inspector. No
legal practitioner shall be engaged by cither
side,. Nothing in the foregoing shall prevent
the Cemmissioner from himself appearing and
opposing any appeal.

We are dealing with natives, and we are
asking natives to go inte court and conduet
certain cases on their own behalf, I eon-
tend that this regulation forbidding the ap-
pearance of a legal practitioner is unfair.
Natives are opposed to a man who knows all
the aspects of the law and all its intricacies
~—the Commissioner—and yet the natives are
left entirely to their own abilities. One can
hmagine what would happen in the case of
on ordinary white person conducting his
own case in court. The conditions are obvi-
onsly unfair. The native should have as-
sistance given him, if he wants it, in pre-
senting his case.

I have given an illustration with regard
to regulation No, 106, dealing with estates
of deceased natives.

Next, T come to regulations Nos. 112 and
114, dealing with the obtaining of the Com-
missioner’s consent to marriage. That is, of
course, in accordance with the Act. How-
cver, a peint arises here.  The Commissioner
has to he notified. Tf he wants to object,
he must object within a month. If no ob-
jeotion is raised within a month, then it can
be asswmed that he does not object. We see
there that the Commissioner acknowledges
receipt of the notification, but the corre-
spondence T have read shows that dissatis-
fuction has heen caunsed by communications:
not heing acknowledged in certain cases,
['ndoubtedly, dccisions have not been given
and matters have dragged on from month
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to month and even from year to year. The
Commissioner has ignoved communieations,
and the native has been left high and dry.
Unquestionably, in those cases the system
can operate harshly against the uative.
Then, with regard to appeal against the
withholding of consent to a marriage, regu-
lation No. 115 provides—

The magistrate with whom an appeal has

been lodged shall fix a date and time for the
hearing of the appeal providing such Learing
shall not take place until the expiration of at
least one month from the date of the appen!
having been received by him, and the appellant
and the protector concerned shall be entitled
to receive from the magistrate one month’s
uotice of the date and time of the lLearing of
the appeal.
There again I contrast the time allowed in
the one case with the time allowed in the
other. And with regard to marviages. regu-
lation No. 117 states—

In the hearing of all appeals the contracting
parties themselves must appear but they may
be assisted by an agent who may be a legal
practitioner, providing that the names of the
parties appearing to assist the appellant shall
be supplied to the protector coneerned at the
time of making the applieation to appeal.
Why the diserimination in this case, allowing
a legal practitioner? Why cannot the same
assistanee he permitted in the other case,
where, obviously, the native would benefii
by it?

Now I come to missions and missionaries,
Regulation No. 139A provides a board of
reference to hear appeals. I object to all
the regulations dealing with missions. Mis-
sionaries, as I said at the beginning, are ob-
viously impelled by the highest of motives
in carrying out work among the natives; and
I contend that the department’s attitude
should be rather to help than to restriet or
embarrass them., All these regulations lay
down conditions giving the Commissioner
power to interfere with missions. A mis-
sionary eannot go to preach to natives with-
oui first obtaining permission. My conten-
tion is that provided a man is of good char-
acter—and that ean be determined under
other regulations—and wishes to devote his
life to work among nalives, no obstacle
should he placed in his way.

The Honorary Minister: Is any obstacle
placed in his way?

Hon. H. SEDDON : The regulations place
ohstacles in his way, He has to get a per-
mit first. In the case of the mission estab-
lished in the Warburton Ranges severe con-
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ditions were imposed by the department be-
fore work was allowed to be commenced.
The mission was only established by the mis-
sionaries setting it up on Crown lands, which
Mr. Neville atterwards persuaded them to
allow to be included in the native reserve,
thus coming under the control of the depart-
ment, The regulations tend to interfere with
the missions Lo natives, and that is a state
of affairs we should not establish unless very
grave reasons are shown for it.

The regulations have been amended Lo
provide for a board to which appeals shall
be made in the case of a permit being re-
fused. 1 chould like to point out that the
board is fer the purpose of dealing with an
appeal by a person who has been refused a
prrmit.  On the question of the constitution
of the hoard, let me first peint out the posi-
tion of the ¢hurches. The churches have twe
types of government. There is the Presby-
terian type of government, and there is also
the Congregational type. The Preshyterian
type is government by the clergy of the
church; the Congregationa)] type is govern-
ment by the eongregation. In the constitu-
tion of the hoard of appeal, all the churches
named are of the Presbyterian type. The
other churches—ithose that are governed by
the congregation—are grouped under “Un-
denominational,” whatever that may mean.

The Honorary Minister: You ought to
know: vou come from the Old Country.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I do know.

The Honorary Minister: That is a term
commonly used there.

Hon, H. SEDDON: Xo, the Honorary
Minister is under a wrong impression. There
is no such thing as an undenominational
chureh,

The Honorary Minister: Well, there used
to he.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The Honorary Minis-
ter no doubt has in mind the noneonformist
churches.

The Honorary Minister: And undenomina-
tional.

Hon. H. SEDDONXN : No, nonconformist is
the term.

The PRESIDENT : Qrder! This is not a
discussion on churches.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I am pointing out
the difference and what will oceur if
the board be constituted as proposed. The
board will consist of one tvpe of ehureh, and
a missionary who is refused the right to
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preach to natives will have to lodge an ap-
peal to this board, which wonld determine
whether he should be allowed to preach to
natives or not. I foresee a very grave dan-
ger there, because the appelant will bhe
judged not from the standpoint of character
but as to whether he is competent to preach
religion to natives,

The Honorary Minister: Oh no!

Hon. H. SEDDON: I foresee that a
board constituted as the Minister proposes
will make a lot of trouble, and will not
attain the object that the Minister has in
view, namely, that the board should enable
any honest man, who has been refused a per-
mit, to preach to the natives. I consider
that the whole guestion of missions should
be dealt with in the same manner as we deal
with religions generally in this State, namely,
that there should he freedom to preach any
religion. We should certainly follow ount
that principle in framing any regulations
to govern missions to natives,

The other regulations to which I have re-
ferred include Nos. 141, 142, and 144. These
regulations dea)l with the issue of certificates
of exemptions, and lay down the conditious
under which such certificates may be applied
for. As I indicated, the policy of the de-
partment should be directed towards releas-
ing the natives, as far as possible, from the
care of the department. These regulations
lay down conditions under which applica-
tions for exemption shall be made, and
natives will be required to fill in certain
forms in their own handwriting, or get some-
one eclse to prepare their applieations. In
these matters, the natives should be faeili-
tated, but the regulations will make it diffi-
cult for most people of that type to lodge
applieations. Regulations 149 and 151 deal
with appeals against refusal to grant or the
revocation of certificates of exemption. Here
again are laid down conditions that must be
complied with in order to satisfy the ve-
quirements of the department. The whole of
the regulations, in my opinionh, are drafted
to make things easy for the depariment, and
in no instance have they been drafted having
in mind the direct interest of the natives or
the facilitating of efforts by the natives to
obtain their freedom. For these reasons I
have moved for the disallowanee of certain
regulations.

Personally I eonsider that the whole of
the regulations might be disallowed. T also

consider that at the earliest possible moment
the Aet should he amended in order to re-
quire the department to obtain a magisterial
decision before the natives can be brought
under its control. On the other band, if
natives chose to make application for depart-
mental control and assistance, it could be
granted, but we should adopt the attitude of
encouraging the natives to hecome free men
and of bringing them under control and
domination only when they have proved
themselves unworthy of being entrusted with
personal freedom. Partieularly in the mat-
ter of half-castes and quarter-castes asso-
ciating with their relatives, we should recosz-
nise them as human beings, and should show
sympathy when the human tie is involved.
The regulations should be drafted from that
standpoint.

Let me now refer to the education of
natives, This matter was dealt with by the
Commissioner when he made an investigation.
According to his report of 1936, amongst the
children heing educated, 455 were being
educated by missions and convents, 243 at
State schools, and 156 by the Department of
Native Affairs. In 1937, of 4,147 of such
natives, 439 were being edueated by mis-
sions or coavents, 380 at State schools, and
only 138 by the department. Therefore, in
the matter of education, the figures for the
department do not show much in the way of
progress. Yet the matter of eduecating the
natives is a most important one—the laying
of a foundation to enable them to earn a
living and establish for themselves a position
in the community.

In these circumstances I ask for the dis-
allowanee of the regulations, not only on
account of my objections to them but be-
cause [ feel that we should, at the earliest
possible moment, make an amendment to the
Act in order to overcome the disabilities
suffered by fthese people throngh being
brought under the control of the department
indiseriminately, irrespective of whether they
are eduecated, self-reliant, and ecapable of
living as citizens, or are uneducated and
of a degraded type. We cannot shut our
cyes to the faet that many of the
natives have become degraded only since
their assoctation with white people, and snch
natives could well be brought under the acti-
vities of the department. When a man is
living n decent life, however, he shouid be
left entirely free of the department.
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HON, J, CORNELL (South) [7.33]): I
move nn amendment —

That before the word ““regulations’’ the word

‘“all’’ he inserted with a view to striking out
the numbers of the regulations.
I move the amendment because Mr, Seddon
indicated {0 me to-day that, though he pro-
posed to move for the disallowance of rer-
tain regulattons only, he would mueh pre-
fer that the whale of the regulations shonid
be disallowed. Of course, the hon. member
could have asked leave to amend his motion
in that way. If my amendment be earried,
the wvarious regnlations enumerated in the
motion will eonsequentially be deleted. The
Chief Secretary has been informed of the
amendment. It is eustomary to move the
adjournment of the debate immediately after
the moving of such a motion, but now the
House will have both the motion and the
anmendment before it and may resolve to dis-
allow ecither some or the whole of the regu-
Iations.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: I move —

That the dehate he adjourned.

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps ihe House
would prefer to adopt the amendment to-
night, and then the motion, as amended. could
be dealt with at the next sitting.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T do net
know whether it makes very much difference,
but I think I am quite in order in moving
the adjournment of the debate.

The PRESIDENT : The Minister is quite
in order.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then I will
allow my motion for adjournment to stand.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: On a point of ex-
planation. I intend to move a motion for
the disallowanee of certain regulations, and
I think the Minister would be well advised
if he allowed the amendment to be dealf with
to-night. Otherwise, I shall have to table
another motion to-morrow proposing fthe
disallowance of other regulations.

Motion {adjournment) put and passed.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Read o third fime and refurned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—WORKERS' HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

[COUNCIL.)

BILL—BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND
ECONOMIC RESEARCH.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 17th November.,

HON. H. SEDDON (Nerth-East) [81]:

With the idea behind this Bill, T am in full
accord. It contains some exeellent prin-
ciples, and is intended to provide machinery
to enable the Government to deal with the
important guestion of unemployment, hoth
vouth and general unemployment, and the
neecessary research work that must be under-
taken if we are to encourage the develop-
ment and establishment of sccondary indns-
fries in Western Australia. I should like
first to express my appreciation of the report
that has been placed in our hands hy the
Roval Commissioner appointed to investi-
rate the problem of unemployment. He
has done excellent work, Of course, he had
the henefit of previous investigations, and of
the knowledge and information that were
acquired years ago by the Federal Govern-
ment through one of its committees. That
commifttee made a report on unemployment.
It is a pity that grester aftention was not
paid to that report. It contains many sug-
aestions that were worthy of investigation,
Had those investigations heen made at the
time, especially into those matters which
dealt with statistics concerning various in-
dustries and finanee generally, we would
have advanced a good deal on our way
fowards solving many of the unemployment
diffienlties that arose in the early part of
the present decade. The value of the Wolff
report lies in the fact that the Commissioner
has crystalised and embodied in it much in-
formation that has been aequired by various
other bodies, and has made all this available
in one document.

T think the provisions of the Bill will, to
a large extent, overlap the activities of
ovganisations at present in existence. A
tremendous amount of work is heing done by
the Federal Government through the Council
of Scientific and Indunstrial Researeh. The
value of that work has been recognised, and
some of the achievemenis of that body are
regarded as outstanding.

The Chief Secretary: It is said that the
Western Australian bureau will not inter-
fere with its activities,

Hon. H. SEDDON: To the extent that
this Bill gives the burean power to use in-
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formation that is made available by the
Federal hody, and to ¢o-opt any experts that
are associated with it or with any other
department or the University, well and good.
It appears to me, however, that the organi-
sation Iaid down in this Bill will prove
somewhat cumbersome and expensive, and
that the same vresults could be achieved
through & small committee. We have heard
it suid that the best commitiee is o committee
of one. T am inelined to agree that this
is s0 when I come to consider the present
proposal, undey which power is given to
co-opt the necessary expert assistance. A
Jarge amount of the work would he statis-
tical, and would lead to inquiries into getivi-
ties undertaken in other parts of the world.

When the Chief Secrctary was speaking [
interjected that only one man could adequate-
Iy tulfil the conditions laid down, and that
was Henry Ford. The interjection was treated
in a joeunlar manner, but it was made in all
serionsness. I feel that only a man of that
type, one who has had training in industrial
management and is thoroughly seized of the
principles with which Henry Ford carries
on his organisations, not only in the shop
but in relation to his employees, could pos-
sibly carry out the work that will devolve
upon the officer or officers to whom
the  destinies of the burean  are
entrusted.  Anyone who has read the
literature associated with Henrv Ford's
work  will understand how he has eco-
ordinated and organised the best scientific
workers and knowledge available to him.
His great achievements were when he broke
new ground, and earried out jobs that were
defined by experts as impossible. He was
the first man, for instance, to institute the
sysiem of continuous production of sheet
Experts countended that such a thing
was Impussible. He put his men on to the
work, and cventually developed a glass fur-
nace that produced sheet glass by continuons
provess.  That is oue illustration of the way
in which he was able fo organise seientifie
ability and deal with such problems. 1o
revolntionised  the construetion of boiler
arrangements for power stations. The type
of hoiler was entirely altered as a result of
his investigation. Beeause of these things T
have in wmind a man of the same type, who
would be the only type capable of assessing
our difficuities, and able to disregard politi-
cal propaganda both on the side of the em-
plover and employee, & man who could see

glass.
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clearly what wus needed to incrcase the effi-
cieney of the ecommunity, and thereby raise
the standard of existence and provide em-
plovment where to-day it seems impossible to
iind it

The danger of o bureau of {his kind. as
has  often  been  charged against other
hurcaux, is that it is linble o become too
scientific and academic.  We must have o
man who is practieal and will offer praetie-
able vecommendations. 1 wish to make a
reterence to the eomuittee that was formed
by M, Kenneally in the eavly davs of the
recent depression. It was a strong commit-
tee, and vet what practical results were made
avatlable to the people? [ know it undertook
i Jarre amount of work, but the results were
not made aveilable to members. We had a
brief general report that certain investiga-
tionz had heen undertaken, but nothing in
the nature of information that could be laid
on the Table of the House was eomnpiled, and
we had no idea of the lines along which the
committee was making its investigations,

The C.S.LR. is operating over a tremen-
dously wide field. We also have a Tarifl
Board, which conduets investigations into
production, the eost of production, and the
ramificalions of trade and various types of
factories.  The result of its investigations
would he of immense value to the proposed
barenn, but T Fear thai  the establish-
ment of a burean as provided in the Bill
would simply mean a duplication of work.
Of course, the intention may be that the in-
formation eompiled by the Federal body will
also he made available to the State orzanisa-
tion.

Lt me instance some of the activities of
the Federal burean.  One of the greatest
problems confronting Australia was the
prickly pear menace. Before the C.S.LR.
tackled thiz question, the prickly pear was
foreing out of cultivation in Australia every
year no less than 1,000,000 acres of farm
land. As a result of the researeh work the
pest has now heen eontrolled, and is rapidly
heing wiped out. Although the Federal body
rendeved assistance to Australia that was of
untold value, not one penny was collected as
piavment for the discoveries. Notwithstand-
ing that the land recovered must be worth
many thousands of pounds, no charge was
made for the work done. I am inelined to
think that a burean established on the lines
preposed by this Bill would find itself in the
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same position—that of doing work without
recompense, A great deal of invesiigation
work an ore treatment is carried out by the
scientific laboratory in I{algoorlie.  Many
problems of inferest to mining eompanies
are dealt with, and much of the work is
undertaken from the point of view of its
seientitic as well as commereial aspects. The
investigations, if suhmitted to practieal men,
would be a useful guide to them, and would
not only bring inereased wealth to the State,
hut be the wmeans of providing employment
for a great many of our voung men. This
work is earried ont at the expense of the
State, whiech has recently been assisted by
the C.5.I.R.

A great deal of investigation takes place
in England and America, particularly in
respeet of the distribution of commodities,
An inquirty was held concerning the number
of ecustomers that a grocer’s shop, a
cheniist’s shop or a buoteher’s shop could
cffieiently serve. The statisties show that it
would be easy to lay down a system whereby
people conld be advised that as there were
0 many bhutchers” shops and so much
population in a particular loeality, it
would he uneconomieal to establish more
than one extra shop. Such information
would be of value to the State hurean. T
repeat, however, that there is a dangey of
over-lapping. An officer of the type T have
outlined could he appeinted by Parlinment
te report to Parliament. He would be ap-
pointed, as it were, a technical auditor and
adviser, and wounld colleet information anl
make it available from year to year. T am sure
there is sufficient enterprise as well as cour-
ame amongst the eommercial people of the
State to eanse them to take advantage of
whatever information is laid before them.
In the @irenmstances T suggest the Bill should
he amended to provide for the appointment
of a teehnieal adviser whose selection would
he approved by Pavliament, one who would
he responsible to Parliament and whose re-
ports would he made to Parliament. Suoeh a
man would fo a large extent be independent
of puolitical interference, and wounld earry
out his activities in accordaner with the
spirit of the legislation. The result of his
work wanld he placed before Parlisment and
thence hefore the commercial people of the
State.

The General Eleetrie Co. of Ameriea has
two laboratories. In one, scientifie men are
at work. These are the highest grade seien-

[COUNCIL.]

tists in their line that the company could ob-
tain and are drawn from all parts of the
world. They are given an entirely free
hand to earry out their scientific investiga-
tions. Al that was required of them was
that they should submit reports on their
work and experiments, with particular refer-
enee to any phenomeng they discovered dur-
ing the course of their investigatory tasks.
Members will see that the operations were
purely scientifie, with no attempt to com-
mercialise the resalts in any way. The re-
ports and ohservatinns of these seientists
were handed on to a second commitiee, the
members of which examined them entirvely
from the standpoint of commercial utilisa-
tion. What has heen the vesnlt? In the
wireless field the company has advanced by
leaps and bounds. The refrigerators that
we enjoy in our homes represent the result
af the scientific application of refrigeration
from the domestic standpoint,

As the outeame of scientific investigations
an air-conditioning system has been evolved.
Although the eost at present i1s perhaps pro-
hibitive, as a consequence of the scientifie
investigation that has been suceessfully car-
ried on, the time is not far distant when we
<hall he able to atr-condition our homes, just
as we now are ahle to make nse of the vacuum
cleaner, the refrigerator, and many other
eleetrical appliances that to-day are quite
commen in onr lhomes. There we have a
licld of investigation at first purely seien-
tifie, but later ecommereial in its outlook. The
company that has adopted this scientifie basis
of investigation has made substantial profits
from sales that were the outeome, first of the
application of seience to industry and then
the commercialising of the results of scien-
tific research,

This is a field that T hope will be under-
taken hy the officer who will be appointed to
take charge of the invesfigatory work. Sueh
an officer will have to face tremendons diffi-
eulties inclnding prejudice and the mackina-
tions of vested intevests. T fake it that his
work in the oarly stages will be largely edn-
cational and investizatory, and for that yea-
son I eannot understand the provision for a
large bnrean. I think the Bill should be
amended to provide for the appointment of
an offiecr of the deseription T have indieated,
s0 that he ean investigate the possibilities of
providing emplovment, increasing the scope
of our secondary industries, and pointing
out to commereial interests the opportunities
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that await them in various avenues of which
they could take advantage. I shall support the
second reading of the Bill with the idea of
amending it in Committee to provide that,
at the outset, a man of the type I suggest
shall be appointed, and as his activities ex-
tend and the value of his work is demon-
strated, we can consider the more ambitious
project outlined in the Bill, namely, the
establishment of a burean comprising a large
number of men to carry on the work.

I have much pleasure in supporting the
Bill, because T vegard it as an honest attempt
to deal with a very important gquestion, and
to place the State on the right track from
the standpoints of development and produe-
tion, and to make use of the most availahls
commodity we possess and are at present ex-
porting—I1 refer to the hrvains of the eom-
munity. Unfortunately the conditions are such
that onr most promising young men find
better scope for their energies and a wider
appreciation of their work outside, rather
than inside, the 8tate. That is an export we
can ill afford. We should harness the
energy, ability and brains our people possess
for the promotion of our own industrial
eftorts, and anything tending in that diree-
tion should receive the support of the House.

On motion by Hon, W. J. Mann, debate
adjonrned.

BILL—MORTGAGEES’' RIGHTS
RESTRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE,

Second Readiny.
Debate resumed from the 17th November.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [8.21]
Meinbers of the House know the stand T
have taken on this legislation in previous
vears, and I again oppose the continvanece of
the Act. I would have liked the Minister
to give members an opportunity to diseuss
the Bill introduced by Mr. Nicholson, which
srcks to amend the present Aet in a diree-
tion I consider mecessarv. I would have
preferred that Bill to be dealt with and sent
to another place before we were asked to con-
sider the measare now under discussion. In
my opinion, the Act has eontinued for a
longer period than was essential in the gold-
fields and metropalitan areas, A great vol-
ume of money awaits investment in mort-
cages if those in contrel of the funds conld
he assured that thev could obtain the money
when the mortgage term expirved and eould

take advantage of the rights of mortgagees
for the protection of their investments.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: They ean still contraet
out of the Act.

Hon. H, SEDDOX: The hon. member is
mistaken. If a person lends money on mort-
rage to-day, he immediately passes under
the control of the Mortgagees’ Rights Re-
striction Act.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: No, he does not.

Hon. H, SEDDON: The hon. member is
mistaken. He is thinking of the Financial
Emergency Act.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: No, I am not.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The Mortgagees’
Rights Restriction Aet restriets the rights
of mortgagees.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Not sinee 1931.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I suggest that the
hon. member read the principal Act, because
any mortgage sinee that time is governed by
the Aect, and the mortgagee may appeal to
the court to secure relief. Y am prepared
to be corrected if T am wrong, but that is
my reading of the Act.

The Chief Secretary: Bui are you correct?

Hon. H. SEDDON: I think I am.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: No, vou are definitely
wreng.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I do not want Mr.
Piesse to make my speech for me. T have not
forced myself upon the Hlouse; T am speak-
ing now heeanse no one clse was prepared
te eontinue the debate on either the Bill now
lefore the House or the order of the day
preceding it. The time has come when the
eoldfields and metropolitan areas should be
exempted from the operations of the Act.
There may be need for it in the agricultural
and pastoral areas, and T would be prepared
to support an amendment with that end in
view.  Legislation of this type is alarming,
and no one is more timid than the investor.
The Aet has proved detrimental from the
standpoint of investment in property. I
shall oppose the second reading of the Bill,
but should it reach the Commitiee stage, 1
shall support an amendment to confine its
operations to the agricultural and pastoral
areas.

Flon. L. Craig: 1 desire to move that the
debate be adjonrned till Tuesday next.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
secured the adjournment of the dehate when
the Bill was previously hefore the House.

Hon, T.. Craig: That is right; I had for-
gotten.
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The Chief Secretary: Do members desire
lo make a farce of the whole business of
the Fonse?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Xo, hut we want fo
give members an opportunity to disenss my
Bill,

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell. debate ad-
Jourued.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Second Reading.
Pebate resumed from the 17th November.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [8.27]: I
have perused the Bill carefnlly, and eannot
find anything detrimental in its provisions,
most of which have been sought by the Road
Boards’ Association. The Bill provides that
members retiving from a hoard shall do so
on the same day as the clection of the new
board. That is desirable, and the wonder is
that snch an arrangement has not been
sought hefore, Then again, a candidate at
an election will not be able fo witness
absentce votes. Obviously that is quite cor-
rect. A candidate should not be allowed to
tonr the country and witness votes merely
beeause the ratepayer cannot aftend the
pelling hooth fo exercise his vote in the
ordinary way.

Member: Will he witness all signaturves?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I take it that the voter
would be favourahle fo the candidate; other-
wise the latter wonld not witness the ballot
paper.

Hon. A. Thomson: Is that sort of thing
done in vour provinee?

Hon. L. CRAIG: No, but perhaps it is
done clsewhere. Then again, if for the elee-
tion of the chairman of a road board, the
voting is equal and it is not possible to

arrive at a decision, power is given
to the Minister to decide who shail
he chairman.  That certainly iz one

way of finalising the problem. Tt matters
not whe may be chosen by the Minister,
because the equality of voting shows that
cach candidate is held in equal favour. An
cxtraordinary position under the existing
Act is that a returning officcr shall not be
paid for his work unless he happens to be
chairman of the hoard. The Bill rectifics
that, and provides that any member of a
road board who is appointed fo act as

[COUNCIL.]

returning oflicer shall be entitled to the same
remuneration as the chaivman. That is guite
reasonahle.

Permission is also granted Lor voad hoards
to put in by-passes. But the Bill has this
extraordinary provision, that the by-passes
or run-overs shall he construeted to the
design and subject to the approval of the
C'ommissioner of Main Ronds. T have endeav-
oured to ascertain the reason for this pro-
vision. Beyond the desirableness that the
design should be uniform and the by-pass
absolately safe, I can find no reason at all.
Tt does seem to me to he rather a slicht upon
road board secretaries, who are often engi-
neers, and road board members who are
familiar with this class of work, that they
should he eompelled to vefer a design, and
probably quantities, to the Commissioner of
Main Roads. Members must bear in mind
that this provision applies not only to main
roads, but also to other roads.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: How many road board
districts in the Greai Southern areas have
by-passes? The road boards there have had
no experience of them,

Hon, L. CRAIG: But they know all about
culverts, and there is not much difference
bhetween a culvert and a hy-pass.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There is.

Hon. L. CRAIG: In the southern dis-
tricts we have timber workers skilled in
liridge building. T am quite convinced that
they would be eapable of construeting a
first-clags emlvert or hy-pass.

Member: Could they make by-passes rab-
Lit-proof?

Hon. L. CRAIG: T am not saying whether
the hy-passes would he rabbit-proof or nof.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They must be.

HFon, L. CRAIG: 1f a road board decides
a by-pass is required and it has had expert
ence of construeting first-class bridges and
enlverts, it will certainly be capable of con-
structing a frst-class by-pass without refer-
vnce to the Commissioner of Main Roeads.
We find that in some road distriets
there nre as many as 200 by-passes. Mem-
bers will readily imagine the trouble that
would be involved in sulmitting plans and
specifieations of those by-passes to the Com-
missioner of Main Roads so as to obtain his
approval of them.

Member: We will pass that out,

Hon, L. CRAIG: The Commissioner of
Main Roads aeccepts mno responsibility,
although he approves of the design. The
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entire vesponsibility will be cavried Dy the
roacd board. I am convinced that secretaries
of road hoards, who are often capable engi-
neers, and members of voad hoards are quite
able to construet by-passes.  With the ex-
ception I have mentioned, [ support ths
second reading.

HON. A, THOMSON (South - East)
[B.34] : Mr, Craig is expeeting a consider-
able amount of trouble. The intention of the
Bill is that the Commissioner of Main Roads
shall, through his engineer, approve of the
design of hy-passes, and road boards will be
required fo construct by-passes in aecordance
with that design. We have mueh for
which to thank the cngineering branch of
the Main Roads Board and those workers
of the board who construet our main roads.
I am quite prepared to allow by-passes to
come under the eontrol of the Commissioner
of Muin Roads. We must have uniformity.

Hon. L. Craig: There canmot he uniform-
ity.
Hon. A. THOMSON: That is possibly
where the hon. member and I disagree.

Hon. L. Craig: How can there be uni-
formity upon the Murchison and in the
Seunth-West district?

Hon. A. THOMSONXN: The by-passes must
be so constructed as to be eapable of carry-
ing a given load; if not, the duty will de-
volve upon road boards to say that certain
vehicles muost not proeceed over bhy-passes,
huat must nse the gate,

Hon. L. Craig: Culverts arve constructed
to earry varying loads.

Hon. A. THOMSON : All the more reason
why the Commissioner of Main Roads should
approve of by-passes.

Hon. L. Craig: He does not approve of
culverts,

Hon, A. THOMSON: There is & differ-
cnce between by-passes and culverts. Cul-
verts are solid; by-passes are an open grid,

Heon. L. Craig: No. They are constructed
in the same way as is a culvert.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I am willing to
atlow the construetion of by-passes to come
under the control of the Commissioner,
There is very little in the Bill to which ob-
jection can be taken. Many of the amend-
ments are consequential.  When we deal
with Clange 6 T would like the Minister to
cxplain the reason for the deletion of the
words “or ward (ns the case may be).”
Seetion 51, which is to be amended by

Clause G, deals with the electoral voll, a
copy of which shall be deemed prima facie
evidence of the contents of the roll in any
court of justiec.

The Honorary Minister : There will be one
rvoll only,

Flon. A, THOMSON: But there must be
a separate roll for each ward,

The Honorary Minister: Not under this
amendment.

Hon. A, THOMSON: We can deal with.
that point when we reach the Committee
stoge. I do not agree with the remarks
made by Mr. Craig. He suggested that any
person who acted as returning officer should
not be eligible te beecome a candidate at such
clection. T ecan see a diffteulty. Section G5
provides that no person who actz as rveturn-
ing officer at any election shall be or become
a candidate at such election.

Houn. L. Craig: Unless he resigns from
that partieular post.

Hon. A. THOMBON: I agree with that;
but I may be a candidate for, say, a south
ward, which adjeins the west ward. In a
seattered district, I may be qualified to take
postal votes or sign sbsentee votes, I would
not suggest for a moment that any candidate
would act in the way Mr. Craig suggested.
I do not think a eandidate would wander
about getting votes for himself,

Hon. I. Craig: Do not you think candi-
dates do it?

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: No,

Hon. 1. Craig: The Road Boards' Asso-
ciation has asked for this amendment.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I shall be pleased
to hear the reason. As a matler of fact, T
have to-day received a letter from an old
roads board member, drawing attention to
disability likely to be imposed upon residents
who may have to travel some distance to
record their votes. He said—

Say, for instance, a candidate for the east
ward living close to the boundary of the north
ward is not allowed to witness an sabsentee
vote for the north ward, I am afraid an in-
juatiee will he done.

A man might be compelled to travel many
niles to record his vote.

Hon. L. Craig: Why cannot someone elso
he appointed?

The PRESIDENT: Order! That is a
detail of the Bill that might well be dis-
cussed in Committee,

Hon. A. THOMSON: That i5 so. I men-
tion these matters so that the Minister, when
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replying, may throw sowe light upon them.
I support the second reading of the Bill. 1
agree with Mr. Craig that some of the
amendments liave heen made at the instiga-
tion of the Road Boards’ Association. 1 do
not always aceept a statement as being quite
correct in every detail. Certainly, what the
Road Boards’ Association has asked for is
embodied in the Bill.

Hon. L. Craig: Not all.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Amendments are
inelnded in the Bill for which the Road
Boards’ Association did not ask. However,
T support the second reading. When we
reach the Committee stage, I hope the Min-
ister will give members information on the
points 1 have raised.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [841): I
shall support the second reading, I agree
with practieally all that Mr. Craig has said
about the Bill, and I do not intend to repeat
his eomments. Y do not agree with the pro-
vision giving power to the Commissioner of
Main Roads to determine the particular type
of by-passes that shall be used. Consider
the Kimberleys and the North-West, where,
zencrally  speaking, by-passes are con-
structed of iron pipes or iron rails to eoun-
teract the action of white ants. T am con-
vineéed that what is suitable for the South-
West is not sunitable for the North. My con-
iention is that the Commissioner of Main
Roads is not so well acquainted with certain
conditions as a road board would be. I in-

tend to oppose that particalar provision of-

the Bill; otherwise I approve of it
On motion by Hon. H. Tuckey, debate
adjounrned.

BILL—QUALIFICATION OF ELECTORS
(LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL).
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West} [S8.44] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill seeks fo re-
peal Scetion 13 of the Constitution Aects
Amendment Aet dealing with the qualifi-
cation of eleetors for the Legislative Council,
and to insert new provisions for the purpose
of liberalising the franchise. Section 15 has
only once received any substantial amend-
ment sinee the principal legislation was en-
acted in 1889. As a result the qualification
of electors for this Chamber does not differ
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materially to-day from the franchise laid
down when the Legislative Council ceased to
be a nominee Chamber. As members are
aware, the Aet originally provided that the
following persans should be qualified to vote
at the Couneil cleetiong :—

(1) Persons having a legal or equitable free
hold estate in possession in the electoral pro-
vinee of 2 c¢lear eapital valee of £100.

(2) Househoiders within the province ocenpy-
ing any dwelling house of the elear ammual
value of £25.

(3) Persons having a leasehold estate in
possession in the province of a clear annual
value of £25,

(4) Persons holding a lease or license from
the Crown within the provinee at a rental of
not less than £10 per annum.

(5) Persons having their names on the elee-
toral list of any municipality or road Dboard
digtriet in respect of property within the pro-
vince of the annual value of not less than £25.

Those qnalifieations were subsequently
altered in 1911 by an Aet that laid down the
existing franchise. Under the Bill now De-
fore the House we do not propose to inter-
fere with the present freehold and leasehold
qualifieations, which are fixed at clear eapi-
tal and annual values of €50 and £17 respee-
tivelv, nor to alter the qualification con-
ferred on persons holding a lease or license
from the Crown at a rental of £10 per
anpum.  We do propose, however, to make
certain alterations in other directions, which
will have the effect of extending the fran-
chise and bringing it more into conformity
with the requirements of a2 demoeratic com-
munity.

The Bill provides for the replacement of
the householder qualification in respect of a
dwelling house of the ¢lear annual value
of £17 by an inhabitant-oceupier qualifiea-
tion. There is no particnlar virtue in the
£17 minimum fixed by the Act, and the oc-
cupation of a dwelling house should be suffi-
vient qualifieation for the inhabitant ocen-
pier. We propose that only one person
shall be enrolled as the inhabitant oceupier
of any onc partienlar dwelling, and that no
person shall be entitled to be so enrolled in
respect of roore than one dwelling.

The Bil! defines the term “dwelling house.”
Under the proposed definition, the right of
enrolment will be given to inhabitant oecu-
piers of dwellings, such as flais that are
separately ocenpied and structurally severed
from any other part of a building similarly
necupied for a similar purpose by any ether
person. Persons, such as ecaretakers who
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ocenpy any part of a strueture pursnant
to their employment will also be given the
right to vote.

If this measure hecomes law, the ratepaver
gqualification will be abolished. At present,
this qualification is conferred on any per-
son whose name appears on the electoral list
of any municipality or road distriet in re-
spect of property of an annual rateable
value of not less than £17. Experience has
shown that many of these lists are very
loosely ecompiled. Moreover, sinee this par-
ticular cumalification depends upon the basis
of rating, power is really given to the local
authorities to supersede the provisions of
the Electoral Aect. I am informed that in
one instance a local authority decided to
divide a rateahle property info seetions in
order to allow the company owning the pro-
perty to place its nominees on the electoral
list in respect of each section.

We are also providing that where the
same person is bhoth a freeholder and an in-
habitant occupier, the latter qualifieation
shall take precedence over the former. The
Bill stipulates that no perzon shall be en-
titled at any given time to be enrolled for
more than ¢ne province, or more than once
for the ome provinee. A somewhat similar
amendment was recently enacted in Vie-
toria. In that State, however, the Act pro-
vides that a person shall not vote in more
than one province, althongh he may
be enrolled for a number of provinces,
That is the essence of the Bill, and I earn-
estly hope it will be favourably received by
the House, because I believe that members
will he generous enough to extend the fran-
chise to this small degree, and provide as
much opportunity as possible for people to
participate in the election of members to
this House, 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [850]: I
do not propose to move the adjonrnment of
the debate, as I elaim to know a little ahout
this subject., I think we ean say this Bill
has been put up for propaganda purposes
and nothing else. In 1935, an honorary
Royal Commission sat, and inquired into the
Electoral Act and other relative matters.
That Royal Commission, memhbers will
agree, was not without men of merit, as re-
gards the Assembly representation, anyhow.
Amongst the members were the present Pre-
mier, who was then the Minister administer-

ing the electoral law; Mr. Hawke, who was
not then a Minister but subsequently at-
tained Cabinet rank: AMr. Wise, who also
was not then a Jlinister but subsequently
attained Cabinet vank; the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr. Latham, and the present
Leadey of the National Party, Mr. McDanald.
The representatives of the Council were the
Hon. G. Fraser, Hon. H. 8. W, Parker, Hon.
C. F. Baxter, Hon. A. Thomson and myself.
In velation to this Bill, the Commizsion was
unanimous except on one peint, and that
was the elimination of the ratepayer quali-
fieation. As to the partienlar portion of
the Constitution ta he amended by this
Rill, the Commission did iis work
thoroughly, but what does the Bill pro-
pose! Tt seeks to whittle away all
the safeguards recominended by the Rayal
Commission. If ever two men deserved
eredit for their work aud were guoalified 10
sot down in black and white what the Com-
mission desired, they were the present Under
Secretary for Law, Mr. Hareld Gordon, who
was then Chief Electoral Officer. and M
A. A, Wolff, now Mr. Justice Wolff, who
was then Crown Solicitor, The Secretary
of the Commission, I might also mention, is
now Resident Magistrate at Carnarvon.

What the Commission set out te accom-
ptish was to define, not to disturh, the vari-
ous qualifications. This applied to all except
the ratepayer qualification. This Bill, how-
ever, seeks to undermine and to do away
with practieally 80 per cent. of the Royal
Commission’s recommendations. The Com-
mission, ag T have alveady stated, proposed
that all the qualifications in the Aect, except
the ratepayer gualifieation, should be pre-
served. Members of the Commission agreed
that the interpretation of the law was that
four persons and not more might be regis-
tered for one gualification; that is to say,
four freeholders holding in equal shares
property worth £200 could be registered.
The recommendation read—

No more than four persons in the aggregate

shall be entitled to be enrolled as freeholders
or as lenscholders in respect of all estates or
interests in the samc area or parcel of land
notwithstanding that the estates or interests or
any of them may be entirely separate or dis-
{inect,
Thus the Commission recommended that the
four votes be retained. It endeavoured to
express the matter clearly and remove all
ambiguity. This Bill seeks to do away with
that.
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Hon. G. Fraser: That does not refer to
freehold.

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1t does; I have vead
the exact phraseology. The Royal Commission
also defined the vexed question of what con-
stituted the clear annual valve. T will not
read the definition.

The Honorary Minister: The members of
the Comutission were all experts.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Mr. Gordon gave a
clear and definite explanation ¢f what con-
stituted the .clear apnunal value, aud Mr.
Wolft set it down in black and white. I sug-
gest that the House shounld pass the second

reading of the Bill, and re-insert,
plus the ratepayer qualification, ex-
actly what the Royal Commission re-
commended. Then we could send the
amendments to the Assembly and see

how that House now views them. The Royal
Commission provided a definition for an-
other debatable term, namely, what con-
stituted the clear eapital valne. This Bill
does not define it, and the position, if we
pass the Bill, will be as before.

Now I come to another vexed point,
namely, what 15 a dwelling-house. “Inhabi-
tant ocenpier” is mentioned in the Bill, and
that is what the Commission recommended.
The important peint is what eonstitutes a
dwelling-house. The Bill defines a dwelling-
house as did the Commission, but with a
fundamental omission. The Bill says that
“dwelling-house” means any structure of a
permanent character ordinarily eapable of
heing used for the purpose of human habita-
tion. Then it goes on to say what that in-
eludes. The Commission defined dwelling-
house as any struecture of & permanent char-
acter that is affixed to the soil. Will the
Honorary Minister tell us, in his reply, why
that tmportant stipulation has been omitted
from the Bill7 1 am not prepared to be-
lieve that the Crown Law Department, as
constituted at present, is capable of setting
down a clearer or more eoncise interpretation
than Mr. Wolff did.

The Chief Seceretary interjected.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Mr. Wolff framed
the definition at the express request of Mr.
Gordon, and it was agreed to by the Royal
Commission.

Hon, W. J. Mann: Perhaps we live in an
age nf tents.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Anyhow, T consider
that the definition of dwelling-house should
inclnde the stipulation that the strueiure is
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aflixed to the soil, even if it is erected on
blocks. Those important words, however,
have been omitted from this Bill. The Royal
Commission alse recommended the inelusion
of the following:—

No person shall be entitled at any given time

to vote more than onee, or to he curelled wore
than once, for the one province.
It left the law as it was. If members had
a eopy of tho old Bill they would find that
the recommendations are in italics and that
the old law is in ordinary print. The old
law stated that no person should be entitled
to enrol more than onee for the one province.
The Bill says that ne person shall be en-
titled at any given time to be enrolled in
move than one provinee or more than onee
for the one provinee. That is the fundamen-
tal difference betwcen the recommendation
of .the Commission and the proposal in
the Bill. The recommendation of the Com-
mission was agreed to by the Assembly when
Mr. Collier was Premier and Mr. Willeock
was Minister in charge of the Bill. The
Assembly agreed three years ago that the
status quo should be preserved and that the
provision that an elector eonld be qualified
in ten provinees should remain,

The Chief Secretary: We are going a lit-
tle further with the Bill.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, you are taking
men off the roll. The Bill provides for one
man, one vote, whether the voter has pro-
perty in ten provinces or not. What have
the three Ministers in another place to say
about their desire to do away with the re
commendation they made three years ago?
They were parties to a recommendation that
the existing state of affairs should bhe re-
tained. Now they say it must be abolished.

The Honorary Minister: Time marches on.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Of course time
marches on. I regret the previous Bill was
lost. T think it was lost mainly on
account of the provisions velating to
postal voting and the taking away of
the ratepayer qualification. The Coun-
cil amended the Bill to such an extent that
the Assemblvy would not proeeed with it.
Other recommendations of the Commission
designed to preserve the existing stafe of
affairs are not contained in this Bill. Messrs.
Fraser, Baxter, Thomson and Parker were
all members of that Commission and I think
they will agree that the eonsensus of opinion
was that the law should remain as it was so
far as the franchise was coneerned.
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MWon. A. Thowson: That is eorreet.

Homn. (. Fraser: [ disagreed on some
points,

Hou. .}. CORNELL: Not on any of these

poinis,

Tion. (. Frager: T disagreed very strongly
about the ratepaver gnalification.

Men. J. CORNELL: The hon. memher did
not want him struck off.

Hon. G. Fraser: Yes, T did.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Well, T wanted to
keep him on. The others agreed that he be
struck off. T agree upon the need for
straightening out many cuestions, such as
those affecting the elear annual value of a
dwelling house and the interpretation of a
flat, whieh is defined under “dwelling house”
in this Bill. T suggest that the scecond read-
ing he agreed to and that we inelude in the
Bill the Commission’s recommendations as
well as the ratepayer qualifieation, and
return the Bill to the Assembly.

The Chief Sceretary: The Commission
did not agree to the ratepayer qualification.

Hon. J. CORNELL: No, the Commission
thought the vatepayer should be struck out
on notiee, and that he be given notice. There
was only one point of difference on the Bill
as finally dwafted and introduced into this
House by Mr. Drew. The Bill contained
182 clanses and T think there was room for
a difference of opinion as to whether the
ratepaver qualification should be continued
or not. Tn many instances the ratepayer is
the freeholder or the householder, as the
case may be, and he has three choices. He
ean register onee in one provinee as a rate-
paver, as n frecholder or as a houscholder.
T eannot see any differenec between giv-
ing a vote to a ratepayer who has a property
in. sav. the West Provinee and is residing
in zome other province and giving a vote fo
anyone else. T support the second reading
of the Bill,

On metion hy Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDING
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate vesumed from the 16th November.

HON. A, THOMSBON (South - East)
[9.61: I think all members will agree that
where the height of a building execeds 27ft.
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the worker =hould he  protected by the
use of seaffolding of such a  deserip-

fion as not to endanger his life. The Bil
praposes to strike out a section of the pre-
sent Act providing that the inspection of
scaffolding of a height of less than 8ft, is un-
neeessary. That seetion should be retained.
There should he no inspection and enforee-
ment of rules and regulations in respret of
scaffolding from 4ft. to Gft. in heieht. The
height of walls in the average building in
the metropolitan area is from nine to 10 fect,
The average height of seaffolding for such
buildings wonld be 4ft. 6in. to 5ft. Suffi-
cient profeetion is provided in the Aert at
present.

I agree that scaffolding over 27ft. high
should he erected only by an  expert
who knows his job; but that he should have
heen constructing seaffolding for a period of
12 months before he ean undergo an
examination is nnnecessary. Steel seaffolding
has not heen in use in this State for 12
months. Consequently, if the Bill were
passed in its present form nobody would be
qualified to pass an examination. A prac-
tical test in the presence of the Chief In-
spector should be sufficient. T gnarautec to
take hon. members to inspeet quite a number
of buildings and demonstrate to theiv satis-
faction that to construet seafiolding for the
average building does not require any extra-
ordinary ability. The uprights are crected
and the ledges, as they are called, are simply
bolted to the uprights. To do that does not
refuire great skill.  Aeccordingly, the pro-
vision that 12 months’ experience is requisite
before an examination ean he taken is un-
NeCessary.

The Bill provides fairly extensive powers.
For instance, if an inspector eondemns seaf-
folding and his instruetion to remove it is
not obeyed, the Bill provides that not only is
the offender lishle to a fine of £50 hut, in
addition, his gear may be confiscated and
destroved. T should like to read to members
ihe definition of “gear,” whieh is as fol-
lows:—

Any Iadder, plank, elain, rope, fastening,
hoist, cvane, conveyor, stay, Dloek, pulley,
lianger. sling, brace, or ather movable enntri-
vance of a like kind.

Those are the things that constitute “gear,”
and we are heing asked to agree that if an
inspeetor gives an instruetion that sneh gear
shon’d not be used, and the instruetion is



2270

disoheyed, the gear can be confiscated and
destroyed.

Hon. E, H. Angelo: Only the portion that
he condemns.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, only what he
condemns; but we ought to be practical. The
inspeetor may condemn something unsuitable
for scaffolding, but is it reasonable and just
to say that because it is unfit for scaffolding
it should be destroyed? Possibly it could
be used for fencing posts or for the making
of a road. While gear may not be suitable
for scaffolding purposes, it may be useful
to the owner for other purposes. Alrveady
the Act provides that anvone disobeying the
order of the inspector is liable to a penalty
of £50. To impose this further penalty is a
little drastic. I hope the House will not
agree to it

After the Bill has passed the second read-
ing stage, I propose to suggest several
amendments. I am in accord with the
desire of the Chief Inspeector to pro-
tect the lives of workmen, but T think
we should have some consideration for those
who are and have been engaged in business
as contractors. A provision in the Bill is
that all seaffolding heards should be 18in.
wide. T hope the House will not agree to
that. There is a further provision that
when notice is given to the Chief Inspector
of a contractor’s intention to ereet seaffold-
ing or gear every such notice shall he aceom-
panied by a prescribed fee. The inspector
is given great power. The life of the
average man who has a small job is just as
valuable to him as other people’s lives are
to them. It is proposed that every little
building and job shall he suhject to inspee-
tion. T am not thinking so much of the
amonnt of money involved, hecanse the
charge is only 4s. or 5s. per £100 value.
So the fees are not heavy. However, the
provision will make the position more dif-
ficnlt and more troublesome.

There is 2lso a stipulation that all gang-
ways should be at Jeast three planks wide.
The present regulation provides for a width
of 18 ins., which my many years’ experience
lead me to eonsider ample. The existing
Act empowers the inspector, if he thinks
18 ins. too narrow, to require a greater
width, But to stipulate that every run plank
shall be 2ft. 3ins. wide will involve unneces-
sary trouble and expense.

Again, logs will be inflicted on contrae-
tors by requiring that all rungs of
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tadders shall be spaced at 8lins.  Con-
sidering the established custom of the trade,
the Bill should provide that all new ladders
shall be constructed as deseribed.  That
would be all right. Bnut contractors with
£30 or £40 worth of ladders, which in their
opinion are perfectly useful, by this Bill are
dirceted to have ladders with 8%in. spacing
hetween rungs. To give effect to the proposal
of the Bill, the present ladders would have
to be serapped, involving considerable loss.

The Chief Secretary: Is not 814 ins. the
rule?

Hon. A. THOMSON: It varies. I made
it my business to measure quite a number
of ladders recently. One contractor with
whom I have discussed the matter will suffer
a loss of £20 if he is not permitted to use
the ladders he has,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Would there be any
grave risk in specifying 9 ins. or 10 ins.?

Hon. A. THOMSON : None whatever. The
objeet is to provide a uniform rise or tread
for the hod-carrier with bricks and mortar
ob his shoulders. One contractor might have
9 ins. and another contractor 9% ns. Still,
all the ladders of one contractor would be
of uniform size. The proposal of the Bill
involves a disability. A new method of
scaffolding provides for the use of steel
tubes. The Bill asks for at least 6 ft. be-
tween standards. People in the Old Country
have patented steel scaffolding for light
work, such as that of painters, with uprights
spaced at 10 ft. apart, but when this type
of seaffolding is wused for bricklayers,
the standards are spaced at 8 ft., and for
masons at 6 ft., the distance varying in
accordance with the weight to be supported,
I hope the Minister will accept the estab-
lished practice in other parts of the world.
The type of seaffolding now in use for the
renovation of the Ambassadors Theatre is
purely for painting, buf the inspector insists
on having standards 6 ft. apart. The paint-
ers themselves definitely say that 10 ft. apart
is ample. Thus unnecessary expenso is
caused. I do not think that is the intention
either of tke Governmient or of the Chief
Inspector of Seaffolding, who I know 1s
governed solely by a desive to protect the
lives of workers. I am quite in aecord with
him in that respect. I support the sccond
reading, but shall place on the notice paper
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some amendmenis which I hope will he
agreed to.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFTICE.
Third Reading.
Debate resumed from the 16th November.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [9.23]: I
moved the adjournmeni of the debate last
weel: in order that the Bill might be held
over, in accordance with the desire of the
House, until the <Couneil’s amendments
to the Workers’ Compensation Act Amend-
ment Bill had been dealt with in an-
other place. I trust an hon. member will
secure a further adjournment until Tuesday
next, when the complementary Bill will bave
boen dealt with elsewhere.

On motion by Hou. J. Nicholson debate
ad journed.

BILL—JURY ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from the 3rd November.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[9.25]: 1 support the Bill. The measure
proposes to amend the Jury Act of 1898 by
making women between the ages of 21 and
G0 years qualified and liable to serve as
jurors in all eivil and criminal proceedings
within o radius of 38 miles from their resi-
denees. The Bill proposes a reform that has
already been adopted in Queensland and in
other parts of the world, and I do not see
that any harm can resuli from our follow-
ing suit.

Hon. T. Moore: Can any good result?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The jury system
Las many opponents; but in spite of its
shortecomings it has continued as a vital part
of our Constitution, mainly becanse the
public generally has eonfidence in it. A
jury is supposed to he a body representa-
tive of the community in general, and it is
for this reason I support the preseni Bill.
Rightly or wrongly, we have permitted
women to take part in the trades and pro-
fessions, as well as in our publie life; and
there seems to be no good reason why they

[a2] .

should continue to be excluded from this
particular sphere. I am inclined to think
theiv inclusion will benetit the jury system,
becanse the average woman has a point of
view on vital and serious subjects that often
makes a man panse and fake notice. Then
again women themselves, unfortunately,
sometimes have to stand their trial; and in
such cases I should think it would be in the
interests of justice to have some of her own
sex as jurors. 'We have in many ways
aceepted the principle that women should
not be exeluded from holding public office,
and to be consistent we should make some
amendment to the Jury Aet.

As the Bill stands, no property gualifica-
tion is required to make a woman eligible for
service as a juror. Every woman will, if the
Bill passes, be liable to serve on juries un-
less she writes to a magistrate asking to be
excused. I agree with this in principle, but
I am afraid that in practice it will lead to
a good deal of trouble and confusion. How-
ever, 1 support the second reading of the
Bill heecause I agree with its general prin-
ciples,

HON. J. NICHOLSON {Metropolitan—
in reply) [9.28]: I was pleased to hear Mr.
Heenan’s remarks on the Bill; and I feel
sure they must appeal to members as sup-
porting the sagzestion I made, when intro-
ducing the measure, to bring onr law into
line as nearly as possible with the enactment
in foree in Queensland, to which Mr, Heenan
referred. T also noted his observations re-
garding the valuable aid whieh ean be given
by woemen in connection with the jury sys-
tem, just as they have rendered valuable
serviee in varions other spheres of life. In
the professions partienlarly, we are indebted
{o them for having achieved very great sue-
eoss indeed. In view of that position I feel
encouraged, by Mr. Heenan's remarks, to
hope that the Bill will receive the support
of members, and that the suggestion mede as
to bringing our law info line with the
Queensland Act will be realised.

Question put and passed.

Bill vead a second timo.

In Committee.
Hon. V. Hamersley in the Chair; Hon. .J.
Nicholson in eharge of the Bill,

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.
+ =
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Clanse 3—Amendment of Section 5:

Hon. H. SEDDON: I move an amend-
ment—

That all the words after “‘character,’’ in
line 5 of the proposed new subsection be struck
out with a view to inserting the following in
lien: ‘‘who has the property qualification re-
quired of a male juror under the preceding sub-
section and who notifies in writing addressed to
the resident or pelice magistrate of the dis-
triet in which she resides that she desires to
serve as a juror, shall be qualified and liable
to servg as a common juror in all civil and
criminal proccedings and on any inquisition
within a radias of ihirty-six miles from her
residence,?

The amendment will place women on an
equality with men and restore the Bill to
the form in which it was introduced in an-
other place. Also the measure will be
brought into line with the law in Queensland.

Hon. G. FRASER: On the surface My.
Seddon’s contention that the amendment will
place women on an equality with men might
appear to be correct, but on examination it
proves to be entirely wrong. Women as a
rule are not property owners. The amend-
ment will restriet the privilege or option to
a certain class.

Hon, A, Thomson: Why privilege or op-
tionf

Hon. G. FRASER: Some women would
regard it &s a privilege, but I should not like
to be tried by those who wonld chase the
opportunity to serve.

Hon. H. Seddon: Are you geiting anxi-
ous?

Hon. G. FRASER: No.

Hon. L. B, Bolton: You would prefer to
be tried by men.

Hon. G. FRASER: If men are fo be
tried by women, I wish to retain a fairly
open choice. To restriet service to women
possessed of property

Hon. J. Nicholson: The amendment will
not restrict service to such women.

Hon. G. FRASER: That is the effect of
the amendment, The wife of a working man
wounld not have an opportunity to serve on
a jury.

Hon, G. W. Miles: She would not want it.

Hon. G. FRASER : But in the interests of
justice, such women should be able to serve,
or be compelled to serve, as the case may be.

Hon., G. W. Miles: Delete the words from
the clause and refrain from inserting the
other words,

TCOUNCIL.]

Hon. &. FRASER: I would not take that
risk. If the Bill is to be passed, T want it
passed in its present form.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You would have the
right of challenge.

Hon. . FRASER: What would be the
good of that if only one section of women
was eligible to serve? I would rather be
tried by a jury of shop girls than by some of
the women who will be chasing this oppor-
tunity to serve. The amendment would make
the Bill unacceptable te the people gener-
ally. }

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I oppose the
amendment. The property qualification for
men is set out in Section 5, and the anend-
ment will mean that any woman must pos-
sess a similar qualification. That will defi-
nitely place women at a disadvantage be-
cause the husbend usually holds the pro-
perty. The objection cutlined by Mr. Fraser
is a real one. If we are to have women
serving on juries, they should be representas
tive of the sex, whereas to insist upon a
property qualification would certainly re-
striet the choice to women of a certain class.
I have nothing to say against such women,
but we should not exclude a large section of
women who would be qualified in all other
respects.

Hon. G. Fraser: The woman who rocks the
cradle instead of nursing the poodle.

Hon. E. M. HEENAXN : Under the amend-
ment very few women would be eligible to
serve, and those who wrote for permission to
serve would not be the wmost desirable to
have on a jury.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The property qualifi-
cation should be the same for women as for
men. Without the amendment the field
would e widencd to include all women, while
a limitation would still be imposed upon
men,

Hon. E. H. H, Hall: Make it apply both
ways.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I am not coneerned
with the hon. member's suggestion; I am
concerned with what is contained in the
clause. If a limitation is imposed upon
men, it is only fair to impose a similar limi-
tation on women. A woman possessed of
property would probably have a greater
sense of responsibility than would a woman
without property. Obviously, a woman
would not apply to serve unless she took
an interest in judicial affairs.
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Hon. G. Fraser: Do you think you would
get a representative body of women under
those conditions?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes.

Hon. G, W, Miles: You would get all the
old sticky-beaks,

Hon. G. Fraser: Certainly you would.
Fancy being tried by them!

Hon, H. SEDDON: Under such a limita-
tion there would be a far better chance of
getting capable women than if we opened
the field to everybody.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: 1 support the
amendment. Most of us believe in equality.
We give a woman a vote; we allow her to
sit in Parliament, and she undertakes chari-
table and other work, and those with suffi-
cient interest should be allowed, if they so
desire, to serve on juries.

Hon, J. CORNELL: If the Committee did
the right thing, the Bill would be rejected.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Hear, hear! '

Hon. J. CORNELL: The clause as printed
is wrong and even if amended as proposed
would still be wrong. If women are to serve
on juries, they shouid be bound by the same
conditions as are men.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is the object of
the amendment.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The amendment will
not equalise the econditions. A large scetion
of the community is bound to serve upon a
jury when ealled npon, unless an exeuse ean
be provided within the terms of the statute.
This clanse says that any woman may serve
on a jury, whether or not she has the same
status as have present jurors. The amend-
ment, on the other hand, provides that the
tight to serve shall be left to the diseretion
of women. If I ever went before a jury, I
would not want to go before one consisting
of women who had applied to serve in that
capacily.

Hon. G. Fraser: Nor I!

Hon. J. CORNELL: Many men I know
have cursed the Act because they have been
compelled to serve. I believe that 90 per
cent. of the people would never serve unless
they were forced to do so. If women are
o be allowed to do this work, let us have a
common basis for both sexes. I hope the
clause will be vofed out.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Men must
possess certain qualifications before they can
serve on a jury, and the clause, plus the
amendment, sets out that women shall have
the same qualifications. For my part, I
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would rather plead before a jury that was
serving willingly than before one that was
composed of unwiiling persons. The erimi-
nal court sits 11 times a year, and up to
ahout G0 people arc called for each panel
Fully nine years must elapse before the
same people can be called again. If women
were allowed on application to serve on
juries, probably never more than one would
be in any panel. Women should be allowed
to serve if they so desire, but it would be
absard to insist that those who have domestic
duties and similar responsibilities should do
$0. Numerous exemptions are provided for
men, and we could if we wished exempt all
women who have domestic duties, We
should not ecompel any woman to serve, even
when able to do so, but should restriet the
service to those who really desirve it. I am
in favour of striking out the words with a
view to inserting other words.

Hon. 6. FRASER: The amendment con-
tradicts itself. I would rather be tried by
women who have reared families than by
those who have never been mothers,

Hon. G. B. Wood: What difference would
that make?

Hon. G, FRASER: Women who have
reared families have more human sympathy
for others. We cannot say that all women
should be placed or an equality with men as
to property ownership, Under the amend-
ment, not 3 per cent. of women would be
entitled to sexve.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I am opposed to the
clause and to the amendment. In my
opinion, not 3 per cent. of women have
asked for the Bill. If we did our duty, we
would move the Chairman out of the Chair.
I was one of three members of Parliament
who voted against the Bill giving women the
right to sit in Parliament. There was no
outery on the part of women for such legis-
lation.  The sponsor of that measure was
subsequently defeated, and I would not be
snrprised if the sponsor of this Bill also lost
her scat. The measure panders to the votes
of women.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The amendment
provides that applications must be made if
women desire to serve on a jury, but the Bill
states that they have to apply if they do
not desire to serve. It is unfair to ask
women to take the responsibilitv of serving
on juries.
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Hon. G. W. Miles: They have their home
duties to attend to.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : Women should not
be confined to the four corners of their
homes. There are many avenues in which
they can perform a great service for the
State, but they shonld not be asked to offi-
ciate on a jury. I agree with Mr. Cornell
that both the clause and the amendment
gshonld be rejected.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I support
the amendment. The women have agitated
for manv years for the right to sit on
juries,

Hon. T. Moore: I have never heard of ii.
Who are the women that are kicking up all
the noise?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The hon.
menitber has been in the hush all the fime.

Hon. T. Moore: The good women are up
there; not the busybodies.

Hon. G. Fraser: I live in the metropoli-
tan area and I heard nothing of it until the
Bill was introdueed.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The hon.
member has been like the ostrich. The pro-
posal is no experiment; the system has been
adopted with suecess in other countries. The
women have asked for the right to sit on
juries and they are entitled to that privilege.
I agree that they should have equal rights
with men, and althongh the Bill may not be
perfect from that standpoint, I aeccept it
with all its imperfections.

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: 1t is useless fo dis-
cuss whether women should he accorded the
proposed right. Throughout the British
Empire and in America the principle has
gained recoghition.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Does the original
sponsor desire the Bill in its present form?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I do not know; I
support the amendment. If we agree to the
Bill, as submitted, it will indicate that men
have not equal rights with women.

Hon. G. Fraser: T would sooner be fried
by a jury consisting of flappers than by one
comprised of women such as the amendment
provides for.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: In my opinion, the
time is not far distant whken the jury system
itself will be abolished beeause it has tumbled
down on its job.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What would you sub-
stitute?

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: Three judges,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. C. F. Bazter: Nonsense!

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: If I were guilty,
give me a jury; if I were innoeent, give me
three judges every time. I do not like either
the Bill or the amendment, althongh the lat-
ter is an improvement.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If I am forced to an
affirmative vote, I will vote for the c¢lause
and oppose the amendment. The former
has some merit, but the latter none. The
clause provides that all women shall have
the right to sit on a jury and those that
desire may write asking for exemption. The
amendment is framed to enable those more
fortunately ecircumstanced and those who
rush into a ham and beef shop when the
time has nearly arrived for their husbands
to return home for something to eat, to write
claiming the privilege of sitting on juries.
It is repugnant to me to think that the
liberty, or even the life, of an individual
should he at the mevey of some women who
presided over his trial at their own invita-
tion. I hope the Bill will be given what it
deserves.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: T always thought
people did not wish to serve on juries and
I am amazed that women should wish to
do so. If they are foolish enongh, let them
have the right. I ean imagine the thousands
of letters that will be received from women
asking to he exempt if the clause is agreed
to. The women in the conntry will have far
too muech to do to think of writing to ask
for the privilege of sitting on juries, so this
legislation will apply largely fo women in
the metropolitan area. 1 support the
amendment.

Hon. T. MOORE: Mr. Wood gave the
best reason possible for voting against the
amendment because he said thounsands of
women would send in letters indicating that
thev did not wish to serve on juries. That
is distinetly different from the suggestion of
Mr. Macfarlane that there has been an ont-
cry for this privilege. I spend a lot of time
in the city, but I have not heard any clamour
for it. Members should understand that if
the amendment he agreed to, the fair-minded
woman will not wish to sit on juries. 1If
the amendment be agreed to, we will not
secure a fair average representation of
women as we do when men are chosen to sit
on juries. Members know the fype of hys-
terical women that attend ecriminal courts
when certain kinds of cases are being tried.



{22 Novemser, 1938.]

They are the women that will serve on
juries.

Hon. G. Fraser: And also the privileged
few,

Hon. J. Cornell: The morbid few.

Hon. T. MOORE: That word more aptly
deseribes them. In the interests of justiee,
we should not alter the present system, T
oppose the amendment.

Hon. .J. NICHOLSON: I am surprised at
the objections raised to what is a very simple
proposal.

Hon. G.
stake.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: The age of gal-
Jantry seems to have disappeared from this
Chamber,

Hon. G. W. Ailes: On the contrarv, we
want to l\m p women away from this
obnoxious oceupation.

Hon. .JJ. XICHOLSON: T am sorry M.
Miles was away and that he himself has not
sponsored this legislation. Is the hon.
member  justified in  secking to  prevent
women from the enjoyment of this right?

Hon. (i. W. Ailes: How
have asked for it?

Hon. J, NICHOLSOX : The hon.

Fraser: A man’s life may he at

many women

meinher

has heen absent and does not know. The
Bill was introduced hy a woman who has
proved her ability in another place. That

should be evidence enongh of the demand by
women for this legislation. Let me comment
on the Bill as presented fo us and then upon
the amendment,
Hon. G. W. Miles:
amendment?
Hon. J, NICHOLSON:

Are you aceepting the

Yos.

Hon, G. W. Miles: As sponsor of the
Bill ¢

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes. The Bill
provides—

Subject to the provisions of Seetion § any
woman between the age of 21 years and 60
years being a natural horn or naturalised sub-
jeet of His Majesty residing in Western Aus-
tralia and being of good fame and character,
shall be qualified and liable to serve as a com-
mon juror in all civil and e¢riminal proceedings
and on any inquisition within a radius of 36
miles from her residence: Provided that any
woman may by notice in writing addressed to
the resident or police magistrate for the dis-
trict in which she resides, indiecate that she
does not desire fo serve as a juror, and upon
receipt of such notice by the resident or police
magistrate she shall he exeused from any ser-
vire whatsoever as a juror,
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Hon. G. W.
the amendment.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: The Bill in its
present form will throw a great load of work
npon the resident and police magistrates of
the vartous districts. The amendment will
remove that difliculty, because it provides
that only those women who apply to he put
on the hist will be eligible. Tt is mueh to the
eredit of women that they express a willing-
ness to serve on juries. The amendment to
me is acceptable and it would be unworthy
of the members of this Chamnber to rejeet it,
or even to reject the Bill. There is a fur-
ther argument in favour of the amendiment.
The duties of womanhood are such as to in-
capacitate women during certain times from
acting as jurors. We should consider those
women. I therefore hope the amendment
will be aceepted.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The speech made
by the sponsor of the Bill is an argument
for rejecting it, Notwithstanding that Mr.
Nicholson sponsored the Bill, he now asks
members to vote for the amendment. Tf
members follow Mr. Nicholson at all, they
should vote for the Bill as introduced by him,
The Committee shonkhl vote the Bill out.

Miles: That is fairer than

Amendment put and a division ealled for.

The CHATRMAXN : Before tellers are ap-
pointed, T give my vote with the aves.

Division resulted as follows:—

Aves 13
Noes 12
Majority for .. .. 1
AYES.
Hon. E. H. Angelo Hon, H, 8. W Pn.rker
Hoa. \. 8. Ronlen Huon, H. Sedd
Hon. J. A. Dimmnitt Hon. A. Thomson
Hon, V, Harmersley Hap, C. H. Wittenoom
Hon, J. M, Macfarlane Hoa. G. B. Wood .
$1an, \W_ T Mann Hoo. E. H, H. Hall |
Hon. J. Nicholeon tTeiter. )
Nous, .
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. E. M. Heenan
Tan. I, Coroell Hon, W, H, Kltson
Hon. J, M, Drew Hon, G. W. Miles
Han, € Traaer Hon. T, Maore
Man, ® H.Oray Hon. H, Tuckey
Hon. W. R. Hall Hop. H. V. Pieass
{ Teller.)

Amendment (to str II\P ont words) thus
passed.
Hon.
ment-—

That the following words he inserted 'in lien
of the words struck ant:—*‘who has the pro-
perty qualification required of a” male juror
under the preceding subsection and who noti-

H. SEDDON: T move an amend-
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fies in writing addressed to the resident or
police magistrate of the distriet in which she
resides that she desires to serve as a juror,
shall be qualified and liable to serve as a com-
mon juror in all ¢ivil and eriminal proccedings
and on any inquisition within a radius of thirty-
six miles from her residence.’’

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move—

That the amendment be amended by adding
the following words:—¢‘Provided that this see-
tion shall have no effect until not less than 200
women have made the necessary applieation
to act as jurors.’’

Hon. W. J. Mann: What percentage would
that be?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do net know, I
believe there will not be 200, and unless that
number does apply, the privilege should not
be granted. If there is anything in the con-
tention that an overwhelming number is de-
sirous of acting, there is ne harm in my
proposal. ’

- Hon. E. H. Angelo: You will have to stir
them up to get the number,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes.

Hon. G. Fraser: That number is not satis-
factory.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Then the hon. mem-
ber ean move to insect another number. The
type of woman that would desire to act as a
Jjuror is one that would put it all over a man.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am concerned
-about the words proposed to be inserted by
Mr. Scddon. A woman will have to notify
that she desires fo serve, but for what
period?

Hon. J. Nicholson: From the age of 21
to 60, as provided in the Aet,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: During the first
year or two a woman might not be in a
position to serve, but surely she should be
entitled, when the time is sunitable, to clect
to serve. According to the amendment,
however, if she once refuses she will be ex-
cluded for the term of her natural life.

Hon. J. Cornell: And how could she get
off the jury list?

Hon. W. J. Mann: By going more than
36 miles away,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: A woman may
apply to be put on the jury list.

Hon. J. Cornell: But how does she resign?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: If a woman writes
to say that she does not want to serve, what
pertod will that cover? My, Nicholson said
for all time.

Hon. J. Nicholson: No, T said from 21 to
60 yecars of age.

*+ {COUNCIL.]

Houn. . F., BAXTER: But she cannot
serve after reaching 60 years of age, and
therefore it means for all time. If we open
the door to women jurors, we should make
some selection and there should be a certain
number from which to select. If omly 20
or 23 applied, they might be challenged.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Suppose Mrs. Brown
has the neeessary qualifications and notifies
her desire to aet. She acts for a time and
then sees the error of her ways and wants
to get off the list, how can she get off?

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: When the
names of the jurors are being ealled,
the aceused has the right to challenge six
without giving reasons.

Hon. J. Cornell: Women can be released
from marriage bui not from service on a
jury.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: One would
hardly be likely to find six women in a panel,
but if the law insisted upon there being 200
willing to serve, a full panel of women
would he possible,

Hon, J. Cornell: Then they would never
agree.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: In every town
of Western Anstralia there are people ready
to serve on juries, so there will have to be
a system of ascertaining the numbers, which
perhaps could best be done by the Lotteries
Commission, Only thus it would be pos-
sible to learn how many women from Wynd-
ham to Euela were willing to serve, which
shows that to insert a nomber would be vain.

Hon, G. FRASER: I do not intend to
waste fime in discussing the amendment, be-
cause if the Bill is restored to ifs original
form it wiil be rejected by the Assembly.

Houn. J, NICHOLSON: The amendwment
hrings the Bill into line with the position in
Queensland. I hope the amendment on the
awendment moved by Mr. Cornell will not
be accepted.

Hon. T. MOORE: Much has been said
about the Old Country, I should like to
know from the legal gentlemen who profess
to know what happens on the other side of
the world how the Act there does operate.
Is there a property qualification, and have
women the privilege of writing in? Mem-
bers have been basing their arguments on
the English Act. I doubt whether the Eng-
lish Act contains such a provision. I have
not had time to ascertain what happens in
the Old Country, and I should like Mr.
Nicholson to tell us.
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Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: As I understand
jt, the guestion before the Chair is the
amendment on the amendment moved by M.
Cornell. The matter referred to by Mr.
Moore I previously explained, and I do not
want to repeat myself.

Hon. T. MOORE: We have been asked by
Mr. Nicholson to take notice of what has
happened in the Old Country. He says he
has explained it. I leave members to decide
whether that is so. If I bring up an argu-
ment about what happens in other parts of
the world, T produce facts to support my
case. It is only fair that the hon. member
should tell us whether women are allowed
to remain off juries in the 0ld Country.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I want one point
cleared up. Is there any part of the British
Empire where women can write in?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Yes, Queensland.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I heard something
eaid about New Zealand the other night.
When I looked the matter up, I found that
the statement was not correct. I venture to
say the same applies to other statements we
have heard to-night.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: It seems to me that
the question iz whether women should serve
on juries. Whether they have the privilege
of writing in is not the question.

Amendment on amendment put and a
division taken with the following result:—

Aves
Noes

Majority against

| o | &

AYES,
. C. F. Baxter

Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. J, Cornell

Hon, W. H. Kitson

Hon.J. M. Drew Hon, T. Moore

Hon. G. Fras-r Hen. G, W. Miles
(Teller.)

Nogs.

Hon, E. H. Angelo Hon. J. Nicholson

Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon. H, 8. W_ Parker

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt Hon. H. V. Piesse

Hon. B. H. H, Hall Hoen, H. Seddon

Hon. W. R. Hall Hon. H. Tuckey

Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. C. H., Wittenoom

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon, W.J. Maon

Hon. G. B. Waod
Hon. A. Thomenn
(Teller.)

Amendment on amendment thus negatived.

Amendment pot and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clanse 4, Title—agreed to.

Rill reported with an amendment.

House qdjourned at 10.57 p.m.

2277
Regislative HAsgsembly,
Tuesday, 22nd November, 1938.
Pagn
Questions: Rallways, all- steel boiIers 2277
Public Service Com 2277
Apﬂ rentices, int.roductton of leglahtton 2278
Bills ookmakers, 2R, . 2278
Workers' Compens.ntlon " Act Amendment,
Councll’s amendmenta 2319
1ncon21: Tax Assessment Act Amcndmcnt (No 2) 010

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS.
All-steel Boilers.

Mr, STYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What has been the average cost
per boiler for repairs and replacements to
tubes, stays, ete., in the 10E’s all-steel boilers
built in 1932-33 and 1933% 2, What has
been the average “standing tlme” for each
of these heilers due to repairs for tubes,
stays, ete.? 3, How many stays have had to
be renewed (average per hoiler)? 4, How
many tubes have had to be renewed (average
per botler)?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, £294. 2, 138 days. 3, 845. 4,
47.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSIONER,

Mr. MARSITALL (without notice) asked
the Premier: Is it a faet that the Publie
Service Commissioner was re-appointed sub-
jeet to the introduction of legislation to con-
trol the administration of the Publie Ser-
viee; if so, will he indicate to the House at
what period, if at all, such legislation will
be introduced?

The PREMIER replied : The present Pub-
lic Serviee Commissioner was appomnted, T
think, originally in 1931, and was re-
appointed under the same conditions as those
under which he was appointed in 1931, It
is not possible to say at this stage whether
any legislation will be introduced this
session.



